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	Remote only
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	[bookmark: _Hlk26345983]Meeting Participants
	CCHE SS&AA Standing Committee

	Meeting Objectives
	Discuss student success and academic affairs topics in Colorado to advance practices and policies



A = in attendance, E = excused absence, N = not in attendance (Bolded Commissioners are official committee members)
	ATTENDANCE

	Commissioners & Advisors

	Chair Berrick Abramson
	A
	Eric Tucker
	N
	Lisandra Gonzales
	A
	Sarah Hughes
	N

	Danielle Ongart
	N
	Aaron Harber
	A
	Jim Wilson
	N
	Saige Chapin
	N

	Michael Lightner
	A
	Ana Cristina Temu
	N
	Wayne Artis
	A
	Jennifer Walmer
	A

	Sen. Janice Marchman
	N
	Lena Crawley
	N
	
	
	
	

	CDHE Staff

	Carl Einhaus
	N
	Cynthia Armendariz
	A
	Brad Griffith
	A
	Christina Carrillo
	N

	Heather Delange
	A
	Beverly Jones
	A
	Renée Welch
	A
	Gillian McKnight-Tutein
	N

	Peter Fritz
	N
	Sam Fogleman
	N
	Chealsye Bowley
	N
	Sophia Laderman
	N

	Michael Vente
	N
	Casey McCoy-Simmons
	A
	Tricia Johnson
	A
	Jason Masino
	A

	JB Holston
	A
	Rebecca Tyus
	A
	Emily Blythe
	A
	Abby Edinger
	A

	Guests

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



AGENDA

1:00 p.m.		Greetings and Introductions
		Berrick Abramson, Committee Chair
Chair Abramson opened the meeting and checked for public comment; none at that time (invitation kept open).



1:05 p.m.		Approve notes for January 20 meeting 
		Berrick Abramson, Committee Chair
No quorum at the outset to approve minutes; no objections noted (“None”).


	

[bookmark: _Hlk93390637]1:10 p.m.		Strategy discussion/1330 recommendations
· Transfer Subcommittee update
Berrick Abramson, Committee Chair

Recent work has focused on time‑sensitive audit requirements; next phase will be more “disruptive,” centering learner experience across IHE transfer, high‑school pathways, and work‑based credentials. Upcoming: deeper update on transfer website and exploration of additional technologies. 
Request received to add a 4‑year Faculty Council representative; Chair supports adding that if paired with an additional non‑traditional voice to avoid over‑weighting IHE perspectives; commissioners expressed support. 
Discussion theme to carry forward: Commissioners acknowledged “muddy” policy space around BAS gen ed and welcomed richer dialogue in March.



		
1:35 p.m.		Compelling discussion on informational items
· Recommended Approval of GT Pathways waiver request for the Bachelor of Applied Science (BAS) in Integrated Media at Colorado Mountain College (CMC)
Brad Griffith, Senior Director of Academic Pathways and Innovation
Staff overview (Griffith): CMC BAS in Integrated Media draws from multiple AAS pathways (e.g., graphic design). Proposed model uses 15 credits of “essential skills”/GT Pathways plus major/transfer coursework to meet other state core competencies; institution noted a denial could increase total program credits. GE Council vote: 66.7% approval (12 institutions); concerns centered on reducing GT‑P to 15 credits.
Context: Staff emphasized statute defines core coursework differently than GT‑Pathways and that GT‑P was designed for traditional liberal arts/sciences; applied science degrees differ and policy clarifications are in progress. 
Commission discussion:
Advisor Artis supported innovation but asked for clarity on BAS gen ed standards; noted novel, flexible transfer alignments being developed with Pikes Peak State College. 
Commissioners expressed general support; Chair Abramson voiced strong support as the “right program” to pilot flexibility aligned to competencies.
Disposition: Motion made/seconded to package with PCC item and move both to Commission consent agenda; no opposition.
· Recommended Approval of GT Pathways waiver request for the BAS in Technical Education at Pueblo Community College (PCC)
Brad Griffith, Senior Director of Academic Pathways and Innovation



Staff overview (Griffith): PCC proposes a 27‑credit applied gen ed core (not fully aligned to GT‑Pathways) that, with AAS pathways, meets state core requirements. GE Council vote: 17 of 18 in favor.
Discussion: Advisor Artis urged establishing a clear policy for BAS gen ed to avoid late‑stage waiver risks; staff confirmed institutions can resubmit if a waiver is denied.
Disposition: Bundled with CMC to move to the Commission consent agenda; no opposition
· Recommended Approval of new GT Pathways Courses
Brad Griffith, Senior Director of Academic Pathways and Innovation
Staff overview (Griffith):
CU Denver “Race, Gender, Class, and Health” (SS) approved 16 of 18. Several CSU courses (Self & Community; American Culture 1600–1877 and since 1877; Mathematics of Sustainability; Intro Physical Geography + Lab) previously delayed for Commission timing all exceeded 66.7% approval. Implementation aid: Advisor Artis commended the new GT Pathways review guide/check sheet posted by CDHE (developed by Griffith & Carrillo) to clarify reviews statewide,
Disposition: Motion/second to move to consent; no opposition.
· Professional Student Exchange Program (PSEP) step-down 
Rebecca Tyus, Chief Financial Officer
Staff overview (Tyus): Due to tight state budget and a 2024 analysis showing CO has >1,000 optometrists (above a ~900 “average state” benchmark), the Governor’s and Department’s request proposes a 3‑year step‑down (no new entrants; current students held harmless) realizing $0.3M annual savings after year 3. Last year JBC did not approve; request resubmitted this year. Statute indicates the Commission can decide participation. FPA voted to proceed with step‑down. 
Commission handling: Item advances to the full Commission as an action item (not consent) to allow public comment and include the full 2024 study in materials. Motion/second to move to action; no objections



· Degree Authorization Act
Heather Delange, Director, Office of Private Postsecondary Education 
· Renewal of Authorization for Naropa University (see Agenda Item – Degree Authorization Renewal of Authorization Naropa University)
· Approval of Provisional Authorization for Arizona College of Nursing (see Agenda Item – Degree Authorization – Approval of Provisional Authorization for Arizona College of Nursing)
· Approval of Dual Enrollment Authorization for St. Mary’s University Minnesota (see Agenda Item - Dual Authorization St. Mary's University Minnesota)
Naropa University — Renewal of Full Authorization

Naropa University — Renewal of Full Authorization

HLC reaffirmation completed; no outstanding issues or complaints noted; recommendation to renew full authorization. 

Arizona College of Nursing — Renewal of Provisional Authorization

Part of efforts to address nursing shortage. Awaiting final State Board of Nursing steps; expected path to full authorization after first cohort graduation.

St. Mary’s University (MN) — Dual Enrollment Authorization



Fits the newer dual authorization status designed for out‑of‑state providers offering at CO high schools (accreditors don’t visit high schools). Current site: Mullen; pattern similar to prior dual authorizations at Regis/Valor. 

Disposition: Chair sought consent, but quorum was lost late in the meeting; items move forward as discussion items with clear support, and can be expedited at the full Commission.


	
Next meeting date: Monday, March 30, 2026

ACTION ITEMS

	Issue
	Action / Next Step
	Assigned To & Date Assigned
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