[image: Colorado Department of Higher Education logo]Jared Polis
Governor


JB Holston
 Executive Director




1600 Broadway, Suite 2200
Denver, CO 80202





	[bookmark: _Hlk248053814]Meeting
	CCHE Standing Committee on Student Success & Workforce Alignment
Monday, August 3, 2026
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

	Location
	Remote only

	Zoom Information
	View Meeting Recording

	[bookmark: _Hlk26345983]Meeting Participants
	CCHE SS&AA Standing Committee

	Meeting Objectives
	Discuss student success and academic affairs topics in Colorado to advance practices and policies



A = in attendance, E = excused absence, N = not in attendance (Bolded Commissioners are official committee members)
	ATTENDANCE

	Commissioners & Advisors

	Chair Berrick Abramson
	A
	Eric Tucker
	N
	Lisandra Gonzales
	E
	Sarah Hughes
	N

	Nicole McWhirter
	A
	Aaron Harber
	A
	Jim Wilson
	A
	Ana Temu Otting
	A

	Danielle Ongart
	N
	Michael Lightner
	A
	Wayne Artis
	A
	Lena Crawley
	N

	Sen. Janice Marchman
	N
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CDHE Staff

	Carl Einhaus
	A
	Spencer Ellis
	A
	Brad Griffith
	A
	Christina Carrillo
	A

	Heather Delange
	
	Beverly Jones
	
	Sophia Laderman
	
	Gillian McKnight-Tutein
	

	Peter Fritz
	
	Sam Fogleman
	A
	Chealsye Bowley
	
	Michael Vente
	

	Tricia Johnson
	A
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Guests

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



AGENDA – NOTES 

1:00 p.m.		Greetings and Introductions
		Berrick Abramson, Committee Chair




1:05 p.m.		Approve notes for June 1 meeting 
		Berrick Abramson, Committee Chair
The Committee welcomed newly appointed Commissioner Nicole McWhirter and approved the June 1 meeting notes without revision.

	

[bookmark: _Hlk93390637]1:10 p.m.		Strategy discussion/1330 recommendations
· Transfer Subcommittee update
Berrick Abramson, Committee Chair
Members received an update on the work of the CCHE Transfer Subcommittee. Discussion highlighted significant progress on implementing recommendations from the statewide transfer audit, strengthening GT Pathways and statewide transfer policies, and exploring opportunities to improve student mobility and navigation across institutions. Members discussed the potential of innovations such as the CSU–FRCC RAM Academy and similar partnership models to support student success and create more seamless pathways between institutions. The Committee also discussed broader concepts of transfer, transition, and student mobility and how future recommendations from the Transfer Subcommittee may inform the Committee's work related to student success and workforce alignment.

· Debrief the Retreat and next 6 months’ plan for Standing Committee (come ready to discuss takeaways from retreat)
Berrick Abramson, Committee Chair
Commissioner Abramson led a broad discussion regarding the Committee's priorities for the next six months, including the intersection of the Postsecondary Talent Development System Transition Advisory Committee (TAC), the upcoming gubernatorial transition, emerging workforce needs, transfer initiatives, advising, student success, and artificial intelligence. Members reflected on key takeaways from the Commission retreat and discussed opportunities to help shape statewide postsecondary priorities during the transition to a new administration. Several members emphasized the importance of communicating successful student-support strategies, including transfer reforms, wraparound services, and advising practices, to inform future policy discussions. 

Members also discussed the need for innovation within higher education, including improving student mobility across institutions, strengthening K-12 and higher education alignment, expanding access to effective advising and navigation supports, and exploring opportunities associated with prior learning assessment and work-based learning. Discussion of artificial intelligence focused on its potential impact on assessment, transfer credit evaluation, advising, and student success. Commissioner Abramson indicated that Committee leadership and CDHE staff will use the discussion to develop a proposed sequence of future topics and recommendations for consideration during the coming year.

		
1:35 p.m.		Compelling discussion on informational items
· Recommended Approval of New Guaranteed Transfer (GT) Pathways Courses
Brad Griffith, CDHE
Brad presented seven GT Pathways course proposals recommended for approval by the General Education (GE) Council. The proposals included courses from Colorado State University and the University of Northern Colorado across the history, anthropology, economics, social sciences, humanities, and literature categories. Brad noted that all proposed courses met the required review thresholds and were recommended for advancement to the Commission. Following discussion, Commissioner Abramson requested a motion to move the recommendations to the Commission's August 13 business meeting consent agenda. Commissioner Wilson made the motion, Commissioner Harber seconded, and no objections were raised. The motion passed unanimously, and the full package of GT Pathways course recommendations was advanced to the Commission's consent agenda for final consideration.
	
Next meeting date: Monday, August 31, 2026

ACTION ITEMS

	Issue
	Action / Next Step
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