Public Policy – PSC 2000
College: Pikes Peak State College
CRN/Semester/Credits: [Insert CRN] / [Insert Semester] / 3 Credits
Meeting Days Tuesdays/Thursdays, 9:30–10:45 AM 

Professor’s Information
· Faculty: [Insert Name]
· Office & Phone: [Insert Location & Number]
· Email: [Insert Email]
· Office Hours: [Insert Days/Times]

Welcome Statement
Welcome to PSC 2000: Public Policy!
In this course, you will explore how public policy is formed, implemented, and analyzed. Together, we’ll study the actors, theories, and real-world examples that shape governance and policy decisions. Let’s engage, think critically, and enjoy the learning process this semester.  This is a GT Pathways course.

Course Description
[bookmark: _Hlk215776939]This course identifies various aspects of public policy including the need for public policies, how a problem or issue is defined and identified.  The course encourages a comprehensive understanding of how public policy is formulated, its recommendations, and the challenges of implementation.  This course covers major theories of the policy process, various public policy typologies, political contexts, and societal impacts.

Social & Behavioral Sciences
GT-SS1 (Economics or Political Systems)
Content Criteria
Students should be able to:
a. Demonstrate knowledge of economic or political systems.
b. Use social science theoretical frameworks to analyze and to interpret issues.
c. Explain diverse perspectives and groups.
General Education Competencies
Civic Engagement
2.  Civic Knowledge
a. Connect disciplinary knowledge to civic engagement through one’s own participation in civic life, politics, and/or government.
Critical Thinking
1.  Explain an Issue
a. Use information to describe a problem or issue and/or articulate a question related to the topic.
2.  Utilize Context
a. Evaluate the relevance of context when presenting a position.
b. Identify assumptions.
c. Analyze one’s own and other’s assumptions.
5.  Understand Implications and Make Connections
a. Establish a conclusion that is tied to the range of information presented.
b. Reflect on implications and consequences of stated conclusion.

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs)
[bookmark: _Hlk215777604]By the end of this course, students will be able to:
1. Define what public policy is. CLO 1
2. Explain the components and the stages of the public policy process. CLO 2

3. Examine public policy issues, their differing impacts, and the arguments for and against different policy options. CLO 3
4. Formulate policy actions and recommendations that are grounded in the theoretical frameworks of the policymaking process. CLO 4

5. Analyze the formulation, adoption, and implementation of public policy using political science and public policy theories. CLO 5

Topical Outline
I. [bookmark: _Hlk215778505][bookmark: _Hlk215778554]Definition of public policy
II. Identification of problems and agenda setting
III. Evaluation of the policy-making process
IV. Policy formulation, recommendations, and implementation
V. Theories, structures, and actors of public policy
VI. Public policy case studies and examples

Program Learning Objectives (PLOs)
By the end of this course, students will:
· Understand different types of public policy.
· Analyze case studies.
· Identify consequences of policies.
· Apply theoretical frameworks.
· Build civic knowledge.

GT Pathways Institution Learning Objectives (ILOs) 
CDHE GT Pathways Course Learning Outcomes
· Civic Knowledge: This outcome focuses on understanding the rights and responsibilities of citizenship, including an awareness of civic engagement, government structure, and the importance of participating in community and democratic processes. Civic Knowledge
· Critical Thinking: This outcome emphasizes the ability to analyze information, evaluate different perspectives, and apply logical reasoning to solve problems. It encourages students to think independently, assess evidence, and make informed decisions based on critical evaluation. Critical Thinking
Broad Goals for the Semester:
· To identify the need for public policy
· To identify how problems or issues are defined  
· To study the formulation and the challenges of policy implementation
· To evaluate theories, typologies, political contexts, and societal impacts of policies
· To identify cost-benefit analysis of policies
Required Texts & Resources
Primary OER Textbook:
· Knutson, Kate. An Introduction to U.S. Public Policy: Theory and Practice. OER Pressbooks, 2023.
Read here
Optional Textbooks:
· Birkland, Thomas. An Introduction to the Policy Process. 5th ed. Routledge, 2019.
· MIT Press public policy topic selections
Recommended OERs:
· Martin, Lee, Hall. Public Policy: Origins, Practice, and Analysis. Read PDF
· Maudlin, Marcus D. Playing the Public Policy Game. [Local File Link]
Other Required Sources – IAD Framework:
· Tufts Civic Studies – IAD
· Polski & Ostrom – IAD Overview
· Ostrom Workshop Teaching Tools
· McGinnis – Applying IAD

Course Policies
Enrollment
· Recommended: Completion or concurrent enrollment in ENG 1021.
Tutoring
· Contact your campus tutoring center for academic support.
Key Documents
· Course Syllabus
· Institutional Syllabus
· Academic Honesty & Plagiarism Policy
Hybrid Format
· Combines in-person sessions with online work via D2L.
· Weekly assignments and deadlines.
· 45 total contact hours over 15 weeks.
· Note: Online work continues during holidays or weeks without in-person meetings.
Class Expectations
· Attend, participate, and respect all members.
· Use electronic devices only when necessary.
· No classroom recordings or photography permitted.
Course Changes
· Professor may adjust schedules, assignments, or grading as needed.
· Updates will be posted on D2L or sent via email.
Assignments
· Submit all work via D2L.
· Early submission encouraged.
· Use Chicago Manual of Style for citations.
Citation Guide
· Avoid first- and second-person language.
· APA style is not accepted.

Late Work
· Check individual assignments on D2L for late policy.
· Some may allow a 24-hour grace period with 15% deduction.

AI Policy
· AI tools (e.g., ChatGPT) are not allowed use will result in a zero.
· Grammarly is allowed for editing but must be properly cited.
[image: ]
Weekly Schedule: PSC 2000 – Public Policy
We meet onTuesdays-Thursdays, 9:30–10:45 AM, with additional required online work.
	Week
	Readings
	Topics 
	Assignments

	1
	Knutson – Introduction
	Course overview, syllabus, class goals
	—

	2
	Ch. 1 – What is Public Policy?
	Define and identify public policy
	—

	3
	Ch. 2 – Who Are the Players?
	Actors in public policy
	—

	4
	Ch. 3 – Why Now? + Appendix C
	Importance of public policy

	— Start Policy Brief 1

	5
	Continued
	Continue
	— Submit Policy Brief 1

	6
	Ch. 4 – How is Policy Made?
	Policy process overview
	—

	7
	Continued
	Continue analysis of the policy process
	—

	8
	Review + Lowi Typology
	Redistributive, Regulatory, Constituent, Distributive
	— Start Policy Brief 2

	9
	Ch. 5 – Policy Design
	Policy analysis and evaluation

	— Submit Policy Brief 2

	10
	Ch. 6 – Does It Work? + Appendix C
	Evaluating public policy

	— 

	11
	Ch. 7 – Health Policy
	Healthcare policy
	— Start Video Assignment research

	12
	Ch. 8 – Environmental Policy
	Environmental policy

	— Submit Video 
—Groups are submitted for the next assignment

	13
	IAD Readings
	IAD Framework: Ostrom & Polski

	— Choose a Policy (& Country)

	14
	Application
	Apply IAD to a policy of your choice
	—Submit your Group Policy Presentation

	15
	Reflection & Assessment
	Final course wrap-up
	—



Course Assignments and Grading
	Assignment
	Points
	% of Grade

	Policy Brief 1
	100
	20%

	Policy Brief 2
	100
	20%

	Video Assignment
	150
	30%

	In-Class Quizzes (5)
	50
	10%

	Apply IAD/Policy
	100
	20%

	Total
	500
	100%



Assignment Descriptions
Public Policy Briefs (2)
You will write two 3-page policy briefs. Choose a local, state, or federal policy. Use the following format:
1. Clearly identify the policy.
2. State its purpose.
3. Provide background/history.
4. Analyze its effectiveness.
5. Discuss its current impact.
6. Identify its target population.
7. Explain its significance.
Format:
· 3 pages, double-spaced
· Times New Roman 12 pt, 1-inch margins
· Chicago Manual of Style (footnotes)
· Cover page + bibliography required (in addition to the 3 required pages)
· Use at least: 1 government source, 1 academic source, 1 think tank or policy center, and 1 source with data/statistics
Video Assignment
Create a 1–2 minutes educational video explaining a specific aspect of a public policy that is not well understood by the public.  This video should have a target audience of individuals in your age group.  Think about how you can educate other about an issue that you are learning about or care about.
Part 1: Preparation (Written)
· Describe the policy and the issue needing more awareness.
· Define your audience and explain why it matters.
· Cite 3 sources (1 poll/data, 1 academic, 1 of your choice) and explain their importance.
· Reflect on how a course reading shaped your understanding.
Part 2: Video
· Must include: why the policy matters, how it works, its benefits, and data.
· Can be created via TikTok, YouTube, Instagram, mp4 file, or narrated PowerPoint.
Part 3: Posting & Peer Interaction
· Post your video on D2L with a 2-paragraph explanation.
· Respond to 2–3 peers with 1–2 paragraph replies.
· Vote for your top 3 favorite videos and explain your choices.
In-Class Quizzes
Five unannounced quizzes will be given throughout the semester. Each is worth 10 points and will take 10–15 minutes to complete in class.  These will be handwritten.
IAD Policy Presentations
· Groups of three students 
· Students will choose a public policy that interests the group (agreement on country and issue in a group setting important) 
· The group must use Institutional Analysis and Development (IAD) framework (10 steps)
· Preference is given for assignments that have a community-based issue and in a foreign country
· 15% of the grade comes from students grading themselves and their colleagues as part of the group (group grade) (rubric posted in D2L)
· Submit the rubric in the correct folder in D2L
· 15% of the grade is an individual reflection about the assignment 
· 2 pages double spaced in Times Roman
· College level writing is required
· Submit in the correct folder in D2L
· 70% of the grade comes from the group work: 
· Content 
· Creative choice of a community issue for the case study
· Correct and creative application of IAD 
· College level writing is required
· Use of Four to Five Sources (primary and secondary sources, data, government sources, centers, NGOS, IGOs, but NO Wikipedia, No dictionaries, No CIA World Factbook, or the like sources)
· Use at least thirty (30) slides, plus the intro slide with names and project title, plus a bibliography slide
· One of you will submit the assignment for the group with complete names and assignment title
· Ask questions! Please… 

Social & Behavioral Sciences
GT-SS1 (Economics or Political Systems)
Content Criteria

	Students should be able to:

	Public Policy Briefs (assignment)
	Video (assignment)
	IAD Policy (assignment)

	a. Demonstrate knowledge of economic or political systems.

	X
	X

	X

	b. Use the social sciences to analyze and interpret issues.

	X
	X
	X

	c. Explain diverse perspectives and groups.

	X
	X
	X

	General Education Competencies

	
	
	

	Civic Engagement
2.  Civic Knowledge
a. Connect disciplinary knowledge to civic engagement through one’s own participation in civic life, politics, and/or government.
	X
	X
	X

	Critical Thinking

	
	
	

	1.  Explain an Issue
a. Use information to describe a problem or issue and/or articulate a question related to the topic.

	X
	X
	X

	2.  Utilize Context
a. Evaluate the relevance of context when presenting a position.

	X
	X
	X

	b. Identify assumptions.

	X
	
	X

	c. Analyze one’s own and other’s assumptions.

	X
	
	X

	5.  Understand Implications and Make Connections
a. Establish a conclusion that is tied to the range of information presented.

	X
	X
	X

	b. Reflect on implications and consequences of stated conclusion.

	X
	X
	X



	CLOs
	Public Policy Briefs (assignment)
	Video (assignment)
	IAD Policy (assignment)

	Define what public policy is. CLO 1

	X
“Clearly identify the policy”
	X
“educational video explaining a specific aspect of a public policy”
	X
“a community-based issue and in a foreign country”

	Explain the components and the stages of the public policy process. CLO 2

	X
“State its purpose.
Provide background/history.”



	X
“why the policy matters”
	X
Institutional Analysis and Development (IAD) framework (10 steps)


	Examine public policy issues, their differing impacts, and the arguments for and against different policy options. CLO 3

	X
“Discuss its current impact.”

	X
“its/policy’s benefits”
	X
Institutional Analysis and Development (IAD) framework (10 steps)


	Formulate policy actions and recommendations that are grounded in the theoretical frameworks of the policymaking process. CLO 4

	X
“Explain its significance.
Identify its target population.”


	X
“how policy/it works”
	X
Institutional Analysis and Development (IAD) framework (10 steps)


	Apply political science and public policy theories and models to analyze the formulation, adoption, and implementation of public policy. CLO 5

	X
“Analyze its effectiveness”
	
	X
Institutional Analysis and Development (IAD) framework (10 steps)
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