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Course description:
This class aims to familiarize the student with the broad trends of the Ancient Mediterranean World (Ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia, Greece, Rome) as well as the basic sets of evidence to any Classically-oriented scholar (archaeology, epigraphy, texts, etc.) through the themes of sex, drugs, and rock ‘n roll.  We will examine both our own preconceptions about sex, drugs, and rock ‘n roll and how they could bias the modern scholar, as well as consider how the ancients experienced and thought about these topics, in what contexts (domestic, funerary military, diplomatic, etc.) they appeared, and how each category of evidence should be handled by the modern scholar. 


Required Texts:
The canvas website contains all of the relevant documents or links to articles/book chapters on Sex, Drugs, and Rock n’ Roll.

Canvas Platform:
Class materials, homework assignments, discussion assignments, oral presentation, research paper, grades, and other information critical to your success in this course are located on Canvas. You can access the Canvas site for this course by logging in at http://info.canvas.colostate.edu/login.aspx. 


Schedule:
Week 1:Introduction, Background, Approaches to the Ancient World

Approaches to the Ancient World: Evidence, Methodologies, and Interpretations  

Readings: “Chapter 2 – Sources, Evidence, Dates” J. Hall – A History of the Archaic Greek World	

Week 2: Drugs in Our Times; Drugs in Egypt 

Sex, Drugs and Rock n’ Roll – what do we mean by this?

Listen: Listen to Ian Dury’s “Sex and Drugs and Rock n’ Roll”
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sfp8xrNAS6I) 
Listen to Cake’s “Rock and Roll Lifestyle”
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUYh9z2efHY)

Readings: “Beer and its Drinkers” in NEA
“Wine for Eternity” in Archaeology Magazine


Week 3: Drugs in Mesopotamia and the Levant 

Beer in Mesopotamia and Wine in the Levant
	Readings: Paulette, T. 2025. In the Land of Ninkasi. Oxford. Selections
“The Ancient Near East” in A History of Beer and Brewing
	Genesis 19:30-36, Psalm 104 (Ancient Text)
McGovern, P. “A Beverage for King Midas and at the Limits of the Civilized World” in Ancient Wine 

	
Week 4: Drugs (Wine) in Greece 
The Symposium in Greece and Dionysus

Readings:  “Wine and the Symposium” in Pharmakon: Plato, Drug Culture, and Identity in Ancient Greece
Euripides Bacchae (Ancient Text)
	Archaic Poets, Selections (Ancient Text)

	Examine: Look at images on Greek cups and sympotic equipment

Week 5: Drugs in Rome and Late Antiquity
Wine and Political Power, Drugs and Medicine

Readings: “The opium poppy in Hellenistic and Roman Medicine”, in Pharmacy and Drug Lore in Antiquity
	“Women and Wine in Ancient Rome” in Gender, Drink and Drugs


Week 6: Drugs in Early Christianity and Sexuality in Our Times; 
Early Christianity and Drugs and Sexuality in our society

Readings: “The Interpretation of Scripture: Water and Wine” in The Lord’s Table: The Meaning of Food in Early Judaism and Christianity
	“Why Young People are Having So Much Less Sex?” The Atlantic
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2018/12/the-sex-recession/573949/

FIRST RESPONSE PAPER DUE

Week 7: Sexuality in Egypt, Mesopotamia and the Levant 
Sex in Egypt

Readings: “Sexuality, Art and Religion” in Dancing for Hathor: Women in Ancient Egypt
“The Bible and the Joy of Sex: Desire In and Out of Control” in Unprotected Texts
“Marriage, Divorce, and the Prostitute in Ancient Mesopotamia” in Prostitutes and Courtesans in the Ancient World
2 Samuel 11, 2 Samuel 13(Ancient Text)


Week 8: Sexuality in Greece 
Sexual Affairs and Greek Misogyny, Sex Strikes and Violence

Readings: Lysias, Against Eratosthenes (Ancient Text)
	“Sexual Beauty: The nude in Greek Art” in Sexual Culture in Ancient Greece
Aristophanes, Lysistrata (Ancient Text)

	
Week 9: Sexuality in Rome
Sexuality as a political weapon; Sexuality in Pompeii

Readings: Sexuality in Rome & Discussion of Thesis Statements 
	“Rome and Roman Sex”, in Controlling Desires
	Horace Odes 1.37 (Ancient Text)
“The Invention and Spread of Sexual Imagery through the Roman World” in Looking at Lovemaking
“The Display of Erotica and the Erotics of Display in Houses” in Looking at Lovemaking


Week 10: Sexuality in Early Christianity and Music and Dance in Our Times, 

Ascetism in Early Christianity; Music and Dance in the Modern Day

Readings: “Physiology of Ascetic Fasting” in The Burden of the Flesh: Fasting and Sexuality in Early Christianity

Watch: Watch the posted youtube videos of current pop songs 
	
SECOND RESPONSE PAPER DUE

Week 11: Dance and Music in Egypt and Mesopotamia
Music in Egypt & Mesopotamia
	“Dance in Ancient Egypt” in NEA 66:3
	“Sounds from the Divine” in Music in Antiquity
	Exodus 15 & Psalm 8 (Ancient Text)

Week 12: Music and Dance in Greece

Music and Performance in Greece – Epic Poetry and Theater
Readings: “Mousike: The Art of the Muses” in Music and Image in Classical Athens
	Euripides’ Ion  (Ancient Text)
	

Week 13: Music and Dance in Rome

Readings: The Roman Musical Experience” in Music in Ancient Greece and Rome
Suetonius Life of Nero, Selections (Ancient Text) 

Week 14: Music and Dance in Early Christianity; Wrap-up

Music in Early Christianity, and Wrap-Up: Was there a rock n’ roll lifestyle?  Were there rock stars?  Did hendyiatris exist in in the ancient world?

Readings: “Music in Early Christianity: The First to the Third Centuries” in Music in Ancient Judaism and Early Christianity

THIRD RESPONSE PAPER DUE

Week 15: Group Podcast Assignment Due, Listening to Your Classmates’ Podcasts, and Voting


Grading
20 % 		Weekly Written Discussions
30 % 		Response Papers
40 % 		Group Podcast Project
10%		Map Quiz

Course Requirements:
· Weekly Written Discussions (10%) 
Initial discussion postings that require you to have completed the coursework are due by Thursday, and responses to the discussions are due by Sunday for each module. Please see the instructions for each discussion, as well as the discussion rubric posted in Canvas, for additional information as to how your discussions will be graded. No late discussions will be accepted unless it is an emergency (see my make-up policy below).
· Response Papers (15%)
You will write an open-ended response paper of c. 3 DS pages at the end of each unit (sex, drugs, and rock ‘n’ roll respectively), reflecting upon what you have learned about that unit, something that you have found interesting, and/or connections to the modern world.  These are meant to allow you to gather your thoughts about the material and synthesize the information you have learned, so no research is necessary.  
· Map Quiz (10%)
Understanding the geography of the Mediterranean is vital to understanding the environmental factors that helped shape ancient people’s lives and deaths (and preservation of their bodies, grave goods, and tombs). At some point during the semester, there will be an unannounced Map Quiz. The study guide and  blank maps for practice are posted on Canvas; nothing will appear on this quiz that is not included on the study guide. You are responsible for locating precisely where each city is.
· Group Podcast Project (50%)
Students will work in teams of two or three to research, script, and then record a 20-minute podcast on a topic of their choosing (with the approval of the professor) – something that they find interesting about the ancient Mediterranean World. All students will then listen to and evaluate their classmates’ podcasts, critiquing them and ultimately voting upon their favorite. The winner of the podcast project might be featured on CSU’s Applied podcast.

THE FINE PRINT: THE ACADEMIC STUFF

Course Learning Objectives:

Critical Thinking
1) Formulate an Argument: 
a) Ask a question relevant to the discipline. 
b) Synthesize perspectives that answer it.
c) Take a specific position.  
2) Incorporate Evidence: 
a) Interpret/evaluate sources to develop an analysis or synthesis.
3) Understand Implications and Make Conclusions: 
a) Establish a conclusion that is tied to the range of information presented. 
b) Reflect on implications and consequences of stated conclusion.

Diversity & Global Learning
4) Build Self-Awareness: 
a) Demonstrate how their own attitudes, behaviors, or beliefs compare or relate to those of other individuals, groups, communities, or cultures.
5) Examine Perspectives: 
a) Examine diverse perspectives when investigating social and behavioral topics within natural or human systems.
Information Literacy
6) Evaluate Information Critically: 
a) Utilize a variety of information sources appropriate to the scope and discipline of the research question. 
b) Consider the importance of multiple criteria, such as relevance to the research question, currency, authority, audience, and bias or point of view, when evaluating information source.
7) Use Information Effectively to Accomplish a Specific Purpose: 
a) Synthesize information from sources to fully achieve a specific purpose.
8) Use Information Ethically and Legally:
a) Demonstrate a full understanding of the ethical and legal restrictions on the use of information from a variety of sources through correct citation practices.

Written/Oral Communication
9) Develop Content and Message:
a) Create and develop ideas within the context of the situation and the assigned task(s).
10) Use Sources and Evidence:
a) Critically read, evaluate, apply, and synthesize evidence and/or sources in support of a claim. 
11) Use language appropriate to the audience

Required Competencies and Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) for Designating a History Course as GT Pathways: 

GT-Pathways Competency in Critical Thinking 
o SLO 3 – Formulate an Argument 
o SLO 4 – Incorporate Evidence 
o SLO 5 – Understand Implications and Make Conclusions 

GT-Pathways Competency in Information Literacy 
o SLO 3 – Evaluate Information Critically 
o SLO 4 – Use Information Effectively to Accomplish a Specific Purpose 
o SLO 5 – Use Information Ethically and Legally 

A GT Pathways History course:
· Introduces students to the method of historical inquiry, which involves asking an important historical question, investigating and analyzing historical sources, and drawing conclusions.
· Employs historical thinking and concepts, which include context, change over time, continuity, multiple causation, and human agency. 
· Investigates multiple historical primary sources and secondary accounts. 
· Analyzes multiple perspectives to create written narratives, interpretations, or syntheses.

The Colorado Commission on Higher Education has approved ANTH 261 for inclusion in the Guaranteed Transfer (GT) Pathways program in the GT-HI1 category. For transferring students, successful completion with a minimum C‒ grade guarantees transfer and application of credit in this GT Pathways category. For more information on the GT Pathways program, go to http://highered.colorado.gov/academics/transfers/gtpathways/curriculum.html

Incomplete 
The grade of “I” is a temporary grade awarded to indicate that for reasons beyond the student’s control or that the student could not have reasonably have anticipated, he/she could not complete the requirements for the course. When an instructor assigns an “I,” he/she shall specify in writing the requirements the student shall fulfill to complete the course. After one year, or at the end of the semester in which the student graduates (whichever comes first), an “incomplete” grade will automatically changed to an “F” grade unless the course has been completed and the grade change submitted. The student must be in good academic standing in the class in order to receive an incomplete. (CSU Faculty Council policy) 

Late Assignments Policy 
All assignments are due in class on the date due. Late assignments are not accepted unless there are genuine extenuating circumstances or other situations where arrangements have been made in advance. 

Resources 
The CSU Writing Center is an excellent resource to support the development of your writing skills throughout your college career. While students are not required to access services, you are strongly encouraged to seek consultation on your writing projects required for this course. In addition to contact information, there are useful resources available on their website: http://writing.colostate.edu/. 

The Morgan Library reference librarians can direct you to books and articles for the research paper and the oral presentation. I recommend contacting Rob Sica, Social Sciences and Humanities Liaison, Morgan Library 154, rob.sica@colostate.edu, 970.491.1047.

Absence Policy 
If you are ill or unable to attend class, you must contact the instructor in advance. It is your responsibility to contact a classmate to get information discussed in class. It is good practice to always have the phone number and email address of at least two students in your class. You can request this information from classmates and write it below.

Accommodations for disabilities 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 requires Colorado State University to provide academic adjustments or accommodations for students with documented disabilities. Students seeking academic adjustment or accommodations must self-identify with the Office of Resources for Disabled Students (ORDS). You may call for an appointment at: 491-6385 or stop in at 100 General Services Building. After meeting with ORDS staff, and based on their recommendations, students are encouraged to meet with their instructors to discuss their needs, and if applicable, any lab safety concerns related to their disabilities.

Academic and Professional Honesty Policy 
This course adheres to the Academic Integrity Policy of the Colorado State University General Catalog {Page 7} and the Student Conduct Code. Honors students enrolled in this course are held to high standards of integrity. Academic integrity is expected within all assignments for this course. Students will be required to make an honor pledge to complete this course. The honors pledge will be completed as a class. For more information about academic integrity, please visit: http://learning.colostate.edu/integrity/.  

It is expected that students will use their own knowledge and skill for assignments unless directed to do otherwise. Incidents of cheating, plagiarism or knowingly providing false or incorrect information are considered serious and will be treated seriously. Consequences of these incidents are at the discretion of the faculty member involved and may consist of confiscation of assignments, an F grade, or reporting to the CSU Student Conduct office. It is expected that students will demonstrate concern for others, respect the confidentiality of information about, the property of and the decisions made by others.

Reporting student disclosures of interpersonal violence
CSU’s Discrimination, Harassment, Sexual Harassment, Sexual Misconduct, Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, Stalking, and Retaliation policy designates faculty and employees of the University as “Responsible Employees” (https://oeo.colostate.edu/title-ix-sexual-assault-sexual-violence-sexual-harassment/). This designation is consistent with federal law and guidance, and requires faculty to report information regarding students who may have experienced any form of sexual harassment, sexual misconduct, relationship violence, stalking or retaliation. This includes information shared with faculty in person, electronic communications or in class assignments. As “Responsible Employees,” faculty may refer students to campus resources (see below), together with informing the Office of Support and Safety Assessment to help ensure student safety and welfare. Information regarding sexual harassment, sexual misconduct, relationship violence, stalking and retaliation is treated with the greatest degree of confidentiality possible while also ensuring student and campus safety.
· Any student who may be the victim of sexual harassment, sexual misconduct, relationship violence, stalking or retaliation is encouraged to report to CSU through one or more of the following resources:
· Emergency Response 911
· Deputy Title IX Coordinator/Office of Support and Safety Assessment (970) 491-1350
· Colorado State University Police Department (non-emergency) (970) 491-6425

THE FINE PRINT: YOU MATTER AND LIFE THROWS A BUNCH OF UNEXPECTED CURVEBALLS
Undocumented Student Support 
Any CSU student who faces challenges or hardships due to their legal status in the United States and believes that it may impact their academic performance in this course is encouraged to visit Student Support Services for Undocumented, DACA & ASSET for resources and support. Additionally, only if you feel comfortable, please notify your professor so they may pass along any additional resources they may possess. 
FOOD INSECURITY
Any CSU student (along with faculty and staff) who is experiencing food insecurity can receive support from the Rams Against Hunger (RAH) program. Services include a food pantry, a meal- swipe program, pocket pantries, and in-person assistance with navigating federal aid eligibility. The RAH page includes numerous resources as well as county, state and federal programs which are described and linked. 
Title IX/Interpersonal Violence 
For the full statement regarding role and responsibilities about reporting harassment, sexual harassment, sexual misconduct, domestic violence, dating violence, stalking, and the retaliation policy please go to: CSU Policy: Title IX Sexual Harrasment. 
If you feel that your rights have been compromised at CSU, several resources are available to assist: 
· Student Resolution Center, 200 Lory Student Center, (970) 491-7165 
· Office of Equal Opportunity, 101 Student Services, (970) 491-5836 
A note about interpersonal violence: If you or someone you know has experienced sexual assault, relationship violence and/or stalking, know that you are not alone. As instructors, we are required by law to notify university officials about disclosures related to interpersonal violence. Confidential victim advocates are available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year to provide support related to the emotional, physical, physiological and legal aftermath of interpersonal violence. Contact the Victim Assistance Team at: 970-492-4242 (24-hour hotline). 
Religious Observances 
CSU does not discriminate on the basis of religion. Reasonable accommodation should be made to allow individuals to observe their established religious holidays. Students seeking an exemption from attending class or completing assigned course work for a religious holiday will need to complete the Request Form for Class Absences Related to Faith, Belief, and/or Religious Observance at least one full week (7 days) prior to your anticipated absence. 
Once submitted, the Division of Student Affairs will review the request and contact the student accordingly. If approved, the student will receive a memo from the Dean of Students to give to their professor or course instructor. 
Students are asked to turn in the request forms as soon as the conflict is noticed. Similarly, unanticipated conflicts requiring a religious observance, such as a death in the family, can also be reviewed. 
CSU Principles of Community 
Inclusion: We create and nurture inclusive environments and welcome, value and affirm all members of our community, including their various identities, skills, ideas, talents and contributions. 
Integrity: We are accountable for our actions and will act ethically and honestly in all our interactions. 
Respect: We honor the inherent dignity of all people within an environment where we are committed to freedom of expression, critical discourse, and the advancement of knowledge. 
Service: We are responsible, individually and collectively, to give of our time, talents, and resources to promote the well-being of each other and the development of our local, regional, and global communities. 
Social Justice: We have the right to be treated and the responsibility to treat others with fairness and equity, the duty to challenge prejudice, and to uphold the laws, policies and procedures that promote justice in all respects. 
STUDENT PARENTS/GUARDIANS/CAREGIVERS
I realize that student parents/guardians and caregivers face distinctive challenges in succeeding academically, and I’m committed to supporting those of you who are parents to achieve our course’s learning outcomes. If you encounter challenges in meeting course expectations – for example, fulfilling attendance and participation requirements or submitting assignments due to a child or person in your care’s illness, essential appointment, school closure, etc. – please contact me as soon as possible (beforehand if feasible or as soon afterward you reasonably can if not). 
Finally, know that pregnant and parenting students are guaranteed equal educational opportunities by Title IX; know your rights, the protections provided, and how to advocate for yourself. 
STUDENT CASE MANAGEMENT
Student case management is available to help students with extenuating life circumstances and connect them with resources. In some cases, after you and I discuss your situation, I may request verifiable documentation for class absences from the SCM office if you request considerations for absences or missed coursework. 
MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLNESS
CSU is a community that cares. You are not alone. CSU Health Network Counseling Services has trained professionals who can help. Your student fees provide access to a wide range of support services. 
· Call Counseling Services at (970) 491-6053, and they will work together with you to find out which services are right for you. 
· There is additional information on the Mental Health and Well-Being Resources for Students site. 
· Tell Someone is a Colorado State University service where anyone can report concerns about a student or employee who may be struggling with issues such as mental health, stress management, and safety, as well as share concerns about threats of violence (against themselves or others). If you are concerned about a friend or peer, use Tell Someone by calling (970) 491-1350 or completing the online referral form. A professional who can discreetly connect the distressed individual with the proper resources will be alerted. Rams Take Care of Rams. Reach out and ask for help if you or someone you know is having a difficult time. 
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