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	[bookmark: _Hlk248053814]Meeting
	CCHE Transfer Subcommittee
Tuesday, February 24, 2026
10:30 am – 12:00 pm

	Location
	Remote only

	Zoom Information
	View Meeting Recording
Passcode: tN6fh2+@

	[bookmark: _Hlk26345983]Meeting Participants
	CCHE Transfer Subcommittee Members, CDHE Staff

	Meeting Objectives
	Discuss student success and academic affairs topics in Colorado to advance transfer student practices and policies



AGENDA

10:30 am		Greetings, Introductions, and Approval of Meeting Minutes
		Berrick Abramson, Subcommittee Chair
Meeting called to order by Subcommittee Chair Berrick Abramson, who asked for a motion to approve prior minutes. Motion by Theresa Groff; second by Commission Chair Walmer. No objections; minutes approved. 
Quick note that Carl Einhaus attended while under the weather; today’s meeting would preview policy items with deeper discussion to continue at future meetings. 

Decisions
Prior meeting minutes approved (unanimous consent).

10:35 am		Transfer Quiz Game – Statewide Transfer Agreements
		Brad Griffith, CDHE

Brad Griffith led an 11‑question quiz to refresh STAA fundamentals and set context for upcoming policy revisions.
Core STAA points reinforced:

· Covered degrees today: AA/AS Degrees with Designation (expansion to AAS DWDs under exploration). 
· Students complete 60 credits in the associate degree; transfer with junior standing.
· Admission is guaranteed to the receiving 4‑year campus that offers the program, noting competitive/limited‑capacity program caveats. 
· Standard bachelor’s at 120 credits → ~60 additional credits post‑transfer (absent CCHE‑approved credit cap waiver).
· If additional competencies are required, they must not increase cost due to duplication. 
· CCHE authorizes exceptions to the 120‑credit cap; governing boards also approve at the institution level. 
· Students may still need some lower‑division major courses so long as total credits/timeline match native students.
· STAAs are statewide: all public 2‑ and 4‑years offering the program participate; CDHE engages non‑participants to join.
· Student success under STAAs: follow the published DWD plan and seek advising at both sending/receiving institutions (raised as “interpretation,” still best practice). 
· Official list/source of truth: Colorado Transfer website (CDHE). 
· Example of breadth: German is not a current STAA; ECE, Dance, Soil & Crop Sciences are. 

Discussion touched on articulated high‑school credit vs. concurrent enrollment (CE): Many legacy high‑school articulation agreements have shifted to CE; CE shows as institutional (in‑residence) credit on the college transcript, while older articulated credit may appear as transfer credit and still meet STAA applicability. 
Advising/registrar nuance around residency requirements and how multiple credit sources (AP, PLA, CE, CU Succeeds/MSU credits) aggregate on transcripts for transfer.

	
[bookmark: _Hlk93390637]10:50 am		Proposed Revisions on GT Pathways Policy
		Carl Einhaus, CDHE

Brad walked through tracked‑changes addressing OSA Transfer Audit Recommendation 3A (how GT Pathways applies—or not—to Applied Science pathways). Members received commenting links for input. 

Three key clarifications proposed:

· Limitations section: AAS programs often do not include all 31 GT credits; BAS programs must include the full 31 unless CCHE grants a waiver. 
· Waivers (Section 7.02): Distinguish technical vs non‑technical BAS programs—automatic waiver for technical BAS; case‑by‑case CCHE waiver for BAS programs that have liberal‑arts equivalents (e.g., Elementary Education, Graphic Design). 
· Student completion rule: If AAS doesn’t include full GT, the BAS must include it so the bachelor’s meets the state gen‑ed standard (unless waived). 

Language/Framing debate:

· Multiple members raised concern that “waiver” language is confusing and student‑unfriendly; even with a waiver, some credit still transfers—policy text should reflect that. 
· Brad/Chair Walmer/Shannon Nicholas discussed reframing toward a “technical core” or competency demonstration model rather than waivers—aligning with workforce‑aligned BAS design.
· Brad confirmed “waiver” is not required by statute (no explicit “waiver” term in CRS 23‑1‑108.5 or 23‑1‑125), suggesting policy‑level flexibility in terminology and approach. 


Competency‑based mapping: Example from CU Denver and CCCS business AAS programs—map learning outcomes/competencies rather than course‑by‑course, potentially informing policy language on alternatives to GT fulfillment. 
Beyond GT: Brad previewed draft language on transfer evaluation portability (honoring an equivalency previously established by another CO institution), to be discussed next meeting

Decisions
None—first‑read and feedback collection.



11:40 am		Closing Discussion & Next Steps
Berrick Abramson, Subcommittee Chair

Chair emphasized desire to start March meetings with North Star / theory‑of‑action framing for transfer (student simplicity as guiding value), while continuing audit‑driven edits. 
Multiple members urged alignment with broader initiatives (e.g., LERs, SLDS), and inclusion of additional expertise (e.g., financial aid) as policy design proceeds. 

Decisions
Begin March with vision‑setting segment and continue iterative policy review.

Actions / Follow‑ups

· All members: Review tracked‑changes and comment via the open Word commenting link; Brad will also circulate by email to address access issues. 
· Brad: Provide a separate shared “ideas” doc (Google/SharePoint) for long‑form reactions and big‑picture recommendations. 
· CDHE Staff: Consider alternative draft language to replace or soften “waiver” framing (e.g., “core demonstration/affirmation” or “technical general education core”), ensuring student‑facing clarity that credits can still apply. 
· Future agenda: Bring forward transfer portability proposal for discussion (honoring established equivalencies statewide). 




Next meeting date: TBD



ACTION ITEMS

	Issue
	Action / Next Step
	Assigned To & Date Assigned

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


[bookmark: AdditionalInformation]


[image: State of Colorado seal]1600 Broadway, Suite 2200, Denver, CO 80202 P 303.862.3001 F 303.996.1330 highered.colorado.gov









Page 1 of 2
image1.png
COLORADO

Department of
Higher Education





image2.png




