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	[bookmark: _Hlk248053814]Meeting
	CCHE Transfer Subcommittee
Wednesday, January 14, 2026
10:30 am – 12:00 pm

	Location
	Remote only

	Zoom Information
	Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 859 4376 6284
Passcode: 195987

	[bookmark: _Hlk26345983]Meeting Participants
	CCHE Transfer Subcommittee Members, CDHE Staff

	Meeting Objectives
	Discuss student success and academic affairs topics in Colorado to advance transfer student practices and policies



AGENDA

10:30 am		Greetings, Introductions, and Approval of Meeting Minutes
		Berrick Abramson, Subcommittee Chair
		Notes from December meeting approved


10:35 am		Department Updates 
		Carl Einhaus, CDHE
Carl announced the transition from former Executive Director Dr. Angie Paccione to new Executive Director J.B. Holston, who will serve through the remainder of the Governor’s term. Carl also noted staffing changes affecting transfer‑related work, including the departure of Liliana Diaz, with candidate interviews forthcoming for the role responsible for convening registrar and admissions councils.

	
[bookmark: _Hlk93390637]10:40 am		Overview of the Office of the State Auditor’s (OSA) Transfer Audit Recommendations 
		Carl Einhaus, CDHE
Carl provided a substantive overview of the Office of the State Auditor (OSA) performance audit on statewide transfer. He described the audit’s origin, scope, and timelines, noting that 19 recommendations were issued; 3 have already been resolved, and the remaining 16 must be completed by October 1, 2026. He walked through thematic clusters of recommendations, including policy clarification needs, issues surrounding acceptance of military credit, the development of an annual transfer analysis, and systemwide improvements to how prior learning assessments — such as AP scores — are recorded and transmitted.

A major portion of the discussion centered on the audit recommendation proposing that institutions accept prior learning assessment scores (e.g., AP exam results) based on information appearing on another Colorado institution’s transcript, rather than requiring official score reports from the testing agency. Multiple members raised significant concerns about transcript limitations, accuracy issues, automation challenges, and potential misalignment with institutional policies or accreditation expectations. Members also discussed risks related to exceptions, lack of score detail on transcripts, and the possibility of disadvantaging students if incorrect or incomplete PLA information is relied upon. Department staff acknowledged these concerns and indicated that additional research — including identifying practices from other states — would help shape future discussion.

		
11:20 am		Overview of Guaranteed Transfer (GT) Pathways  
Brad Griffith, CDHE
Brad provided a detailed overview of GT Pathways, which will be followed by a discussion of statewide transfer articulation agreements (STAAs) in a subsequent meeting. Brad provided background on Colorado’s general education core, statutory requirements, course review processes, and the structure of the new Colorado Transfer web portal. He described recent legislative updates requiring CDHE to begin hearing student GT Pathways appeals under SB 24‑164, as well as audit findings related to why GT Pathways courses may not transfer or may not apply to a student’s degree program. Members discussed student misunderstandings created by the phrase “guaranteed transfer,” limitations on course applicability, and opportunities to improve advising, communication, labeling of courses, and the clarity of GT Pathways syllabus requirements.

Committee members also raised the possibility of adding clearer information — such as the 10‑year transfer guarantee limit — to GT Pathways syllabus statements to reduce confusion for students. Brad expressed willingness to bring this suggestion to the General Education Council for consideration, while several members noted the implementation challenges institutions faced when the original syllabus‑standardization requirements were adopted years earlier. Additional discussion focused on improving student‑facing guidance about limitations, ensuring advisors are better informed, designing clearer visual cues for course transferability (such as the diamond and flower symbols used at Colorado Mountain College), and considering broader statewide communication strategies.

	
11:55 am		Closing Discussion & Next Steps
Berrick Abramson, Subcommittee Chair
Commissioner Abramson encouraged committee members to review the OSA audit recommendations in detail prior to the next meeting and to consider additional transfer-related issues not raised by the audit but worthy of committee attention. Christina confirmed the next meeting date, which is Monday, January 26 from 1:00-2:30 pm, followed by two meetings in February. The meeting concluded with appreciation for members’ time during a busy start-of-semester period. 


Next meeting date: Monday, January 26, 2026 – 1:00 – 2:30 pm



ACTION ITEMS

	Issue
	Action / Next Step
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