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TOPIC: DEGREE AUTHORIZATION ACT: CENTRAL AMERICAN 

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY (CATS) - REQUEST FOR 

AUTHORIZATION AS A SEMINARY/RELIGIOUS TRAINING 

INSTITUTION 

 

PREPARED BY: HEATHER DELANGE, ACADEMIC POLICY OFFICER 

 

 

I. SUMMARY  

 

This consent item recommends authorization for Central American Theological Seminary  

(CATS) to operate as an authorized seminary or religious training institution under the Degree 

Authorization Act. 

  

II. BACKGROUND 

 

The Colorado Commission on Higher Education (CCHE) has statutory responsibility for 

administration of Title 23, Article 2 of the Colorado Revised Statutes, which authorizes certain 

types of institutions to offer degrees and/or degree credits.  These are:  (1) Colorado publicly 

supported colleges and universities; (2) properly accredited private colleges and universities; (3) 

postsecondary seminaries and bible colleges; and (4) private occupational schools authorized by 

the Division of Private Occupational School.  Persons or unauthorized organizations that violate 

the provisions of the statute are subject to legal penalties. 

 

All private colleges and universities, out of state public colleges and universities, and seminaries 

or bible colleges are required to register with the Colorado Department of Higher Education and 

to meet criteria found in CCHE Policy Section I Part J, Degree Authorization Act, in order to 

receive authorization to offer degrees within Colorado.  Such authorization must be received by 

the institution prior to offering any program of instruction, academic credits, or degrees; opening 

a place of business; soliciting students or enrollees; or offering educational support services.   

 

The Commission administers the Degree Authorization Act by determining an institution’s 

eligibility to operate pursuant to statute and CCHE policy.  Commission action is required by 

statute in order for institutional authorization at any level.   

 

In the case of a seminary or bible college, an institution must qualify as a bona fide religious 

postsecondary educational institution which is exempt from property taxation under the laws of 

this state.  It shall require for admission at least a high school diploma or its equivalent and shall 

not offer programs or courses that are secular in nature.  Additionally, to qualify as a bona fide 

religious postsecondary educational institution, an organization must meet each of the following 

criteria: 
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1. Be a non-profit institution owned, controlled, operated, and maintained by a 

bona fide church or religious denomination, lawfully operating as a non-profit 

religious corporation pursuant to Title 7 of the Colorado Revised Statutes. 

2. Limit the educational program to the principles of that church or denomination 

and grant degrees or diplomas only in areas of study that contain on their face a 

reference to the theological or religious aspect of the degree’s subject area.  

Institutions operating under this degree authorization shall not award degrees 

in any area of physical science or medicine; or degrees appropriate only for 

academic institutions; or degrees associated with specific professional fields or 

endeavors not clearly and directly related to religious studies or occupations. 

3. Not market, offer, or grant degrees or diplomas which are represented as being 

linked to a church or denomination, but which actually are degrees in secular 

areas of study. 

4. Have obtained exemption from property taxation under state law and shall have 

provided the Department a copy of the certificate of this exemption. 

 

The Central American Theological Seminary is located in Guatemala City, Guatemala and began 

operating in 1929.  The Seminary student enrollment is around 1,000 students from more than 20 

countries and the faculty represents 10 nationalities, making the Seminary a highly international 

experience.  CATS is accredited by the Latin American Evangelical Association for Theological 

Education which is under the International Council for Evangelical Theological Education.  The 

Commission on Accrediting of the Association of Theological Schools (ATS) recognizes and 

accepts this accreditation.  The U.S. Department of Education recognizes ATS as a specialized 

accrediting agency.  

 

The CATS administration plans to use the Denver Seminary campus, an affiliate 

institution, as the campus for instruction.  Additionally, several Denver Seminary faculty 

members serve as adjunct professors for CATS and vice versa.   

 

The Central American Theological Seminary is proposing to offer the following degree 

program: 

 

o Associate Degree in Biblical Studies 

 

The Seminary describes this program as “a university level program that is designed with 

the purpose to train each student with an essential biblical-theological knowledge and 

provide them with the fundamental tools for the Christian ministry development.” 

 

 

II. STAFF ANALYSIS 

 

A representative from CATS and a DHE staff member have been in regular communication to 

assure the appropriate submission of documents.  Staff has reviewed the documents submitted 
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and finds that the criteria outlined in policy meet the criteria for authorization as outlined in 

CCHE policy, Section I, Part J.  Based on the Seminary’s vision and mission and the programs 

CATS offers, as well as the affiliation with Denver Seminary, staff determined that CATS meets 

the definition of bona fide religious postsecondary educational institution (C.R.S. 23-2-102 (4)).   

 

Statute does not require accreditation for Seminary or Religious Training Institutions as they 

provide education and training for work within religious organizations or they meet a personal 

need of an interested party.  Therefore, the state does not recognize degrees issued by institutions 

authorized under this provision of statute.  The Department’s role for institutions authorized 

under this status is to ensure that the institution offering postsecondary education under the 

auspice of religion is truly a bona fide religious postsecondary educational institution.   

 

 

IV. STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends that the Commission approve authorization for Central American 

Theological Seminary as a seminary or religious training institution under the Degree 

Authorization Act. 

 

 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY 

 
C.R.S. §23-2-103.3 (4) To operate in Colorado, a seminary or religious training institution shall 

apply for and receive authorization from the department and establish that it qualifies as a bona 

fide religious institution and as an institution of postsecondary education, as defined by rules 

promulgated by the commission. A seminary or religious training institution that meets the 

criteria and rules established by this subsection (4) is exempt from the provisions of subsections 

(1), (2), and (3) of this section. A bona fide religious institution and an institution of 

postsecondary education that applies for authorization pursuant to this subsection (4) shall pay 

the fee established according to section 23-2-104.5. 

http://web.lexisnexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=0859d950d0a60e6c8c8bf80efad96c07&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bC.R.S.%2023-2-103.3%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=2&_butInline=1&_butinfo=COCODE%2023-2-104.5&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzt-zSkAA&_md5=fa1cd5d1f9ce7d045df6fd2af8f52bf2

