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Title 23 Article 1:

Article Title: Colorado Commission on Higher Education \and the Colorado
Department of Higher Education

23-1-101. Legislative declaration.

The purposes of this article are to maximize opportunities for postsecondary education in
Colorado; to avoid and to eliminate needless duplication of facilities and programs in
state-supported institutions of higher education; to achieve simplicity of state
administrative procedures pertaining to higher education; to effect the best utilization of
available resources so as to achieve an adequate level of higher education in the most
economic manner; to accommodate state priorities and the needs of individual students
through implementation of a statewide enrollment plan; and to continue to recognize the
constitutional and statutory responsibilities of duly constituted governing boards of state-
supported institutions of higher education in Colorado. In this article, express powers and
duties are delegated to a central policy and coordinating board, the Colorado commission
on higher education. The ultimate authority and responsibility is expressly reserved to the
general assembly, and it is the duty of the Colorado commission on higher education ]and

assembly.

23-1-101.1. Definitions. |

As used in this part 1, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1) “Commission” means the Colorado commission on higher education created and
existing pursuant to article 1 of title 23, C.R.S.

(2) “Department of higher education” or “department” means the department of
higher education created and existing pursuant to section 24-1-114, C.R.S.

(3) “Executive Director of the Colorado commission on higher education” or
“executive director of the department of higher education” or “executive director”
means the office of the executive director created and existing pursuant to section
24-1-114, C.R.S.

23-1-103. Advisory committee to the Colorado commission on higher education.

(a) (1) Six members shall be appointed from the general assembly, including three
senators, two of whom shall be from the majority party, appointed by the president of the
senate, and three representatives, two of whom shall be from the majority party,

| = [ Comment [j1]: Clarify the DHE and CCHE

- [ Comment [j2]: Clarify the DHE and CCHE

_— -1 Comment [j3]: Section added to help clarify the
use of “commission” and “department” throughout
part 1.




appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives. Except as provided in
subparagraph (I1) of this paragraph (a), said six members shall be appointed for terms of
two years. The minority leader of the senate and the minority leader of the house of
representatives shall each appoint one member of the committee,
23-1-106. Duties and powers of the commission with respect to capital construction
and long-range planning.

(8) Any acquisition or utilization of real property by a state-supported institution of
higher education which is conditional upon or requires expenditures of state-controlled
funds or federal funds shall be subject to the approval of the commission, whether
acquisition is by}ga§9,jlease-purchase, purchase, gift, or otherwise.

Comment [j4]: Bringing advisory committee
legislative selection process in line with other
advisory committees.

Comment [j5]: Currently all requests for higher-
ed lease spaces are administered through the Office
of the State Architect/Real Estate Programs pursuant
to 24-30-1303. The Commission’s review of the
leases is more of a rubber stamp. Schools which
have dedicated real estate resources can determine
whether or not they are getting a fair market price

. better than staff.
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Comment [j6]: The duties and powers given to
the Commission in this section are no longer used
and are not foreseen to be used or of any benefit in

23-1-106.7. Duties and powers of the eemmission department with respectto the future.
technology transfers. { Formatted: Strikethrough
(1) The gompmission, department in consultation with the office of information =~~~ _ - { Formatted: strikethrough

technology created in the office of the governor, shall:

(a) In all its program efforts, endeavor to facilitate the transfer of newly created
technologies from the laboratory to the private sector for the start-up of new businesses,
to add product lines to established firms, or to introduce technologies into mature
industries in order to strengthen the state's existing economic base; and
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(b) Assess the technology transfer potential of all academic programs targeted for
investment and development.

| - {Formatted: Strikethrough ]

23-1-107. Duties and powers of the commission with respect to program approval,
review, reduction, and discontinuance.

- ‘[Formatted: Strikethrough ]
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(1)(a) The commission shall define what constitutes an academic or vocational
program and shall establish criteria or guidelines that define programs and
procedures for approval of new academic or vocational program offerings.

(b) Within a reasonable time after receipt of such proposal the department shall
review and, consistent with the institutional role and mission and the statewide
expectations and goals specified in section 23-13-104, make recommendation to the
commission for appropriate action on any proposal for new program.

(c) No institution shall establish a new program without first receiving the
approval of the commission. As used in this subsection (1), "'new program"" includes
any new curriculum that would lead to a new vocational or academic degree.
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using internal and external evaluators, the sequence of such reviews, and the anticipated
use of the evaluations.

) { Formatted: Strikethrough

of higher education are directed, subject to commission approval, to develop appropriate
early retirement, professional retraining, and other programs to assist faculty members
who may be displaced as a result of discontinued programs.

| £5) (4)The gormission department shall assure that each institution has an orderly s { Formatted: Strikethrough
process for the phaseout of programs. "~ { Formatted: strikethrough
| £6) (5)For each institution of higher education, as defined in section 22-35.5-103 (5), { Formatted: Strikethrough

C.R.S,, that chooses to participate in the fast college fast jobs pilot program pursuant to
article 35.5 of title 22, C.R.S., the commission shall review and either approve or
disapprove the contract entered into between the institution of higher education and an
eligible school district pursuant to section 22-35.5-106, C.R.S.

23-1-108.5. Duties and powers of the commission with regard to common course
numbering system - repeal.

(4) (a) Following adoption of the course numbering system, each higher education
institution shall review its course offerings and identify those general education courses
offered by the institution that correspond with the courses included in the course
numbering system. The higher education institution shall submit its list of identified
courses, including course descriptions and, upon request of the commission, summaries

of course syllabi, for review and approval by the commission on or before March 1, 2003; __ - { Formatted: strikethrough

i - -| Comment [j8]: Outdated reference to 2003
-~ course catalog.

23-1-109. Duties and powers of the commission with regard to off-campus \{meattedi Strikethrough

o

instruction.

(1) The general assembly declares its intent that the state-supported institutions of higher
education may engage in instruction off the geographic boundaries of their campuses.

(2) The commission shall define, after consultation with the governing boards of
institutions, the geographic and programmatic service areas for each state-supported
institution of higher education. No such institution shall provide instruction off-campus in
programs or in geographic areas or at sites not approved by the commission, unless
otherwise provided by law.

(3) The general assembly declares its intent that all instruction at two-year institutions,
including the first two years of instruction at Adams state college and Mesa state college,
shall be funded throughout the institutions' commission-approved service area on the
same basis as on-campus instruction.
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| (4) The sommission department shall administer any centralized, statewide extension - { Formatted: Strikethrough )
and continuing education program of instruction which may be offered by any state-
supported baccalaureate and graduate institution. All instruction offered outside the
geographic boundaries of the campus, including instruction delivered by television or
other technological means, shall be a part of this program unless exempted by policy and

action of the commission.

(5) The commission shall set policies, after consultation with the governing boards of
institutions, which define which courses and programs taught outside the geographic
boundaries of the campus may be eligible for general fund support. The commission may
include funding for those courses and programs in its systemwide funding
recommendations to the general assembly.

23-1-109.3. Duties and powers of the commission with regard to student data -
memorandum of understanding.

Notwithstanding the provisions of section 22-2-111 (3) (a), C.R.S., the commission shall
enter into a memorandum of understanding on or before September 1, 2006, with the
state board of education to adopt a policy to share student data. At a minimum, the policy
shall ensure that the exchange of information is conducted in conformance with the
requirements of the federal "Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974", as
amended, 20 U.S.C. sec. 1232g, and all federal regulations and applicable guidelines

| adopted in accordance therewith. The policy shall additionally require the gommission, - { Formatted: Strikethrough )
department, upon request, to share student data with qualified researchers. For purposes
of this section, qualified researchers shall include, but need not be limited to, institutions
of higher education, school districts, and public policy research and advocacy
organizations.

| 23-1-110. Commission and department prganization, meetings, duties and powers of+ - {Deleted Organization

the executive director and staff, Formatted: Indent: First line: O pt, Don't
adjust space between Latin and Asian text

(1) The commission shall adopt its own rules of procedure, shall elect a chairman, a vice-
chairman, and such other officers as it deems necessary, and shall keep a record of its
proceedings, which shall be open to public inspection. Meetings of the commission shall
be open to the public at all times; but, by a two-thirds vote of the members present at any
meeting, the commission may go into executive session for consideration of personnel
matters in accordance with part 4 of article 6 of title 24, C.R.S. No final policy decision,
resolution, rule, regulation, or formal action and no action approving a contract calling
for the payment of money shall be adopted or approved at any executive session.

reflect role of the Executive Director and the DHE

{ comment [i9]: Entire section changes made to
and CCHE.

| (2)8) The governor shall appoint, with the consent of the senate, an executive director - { Formatted: strikethrough )
qualified by substantial training and experience in the field of higher education. The
executive director shall be the executive officer of the commission and the department of
higher education, shall serve at the pleasure of the governor, and shall receive
compensation commensurate with the duties of the office as determined by the governor.
The duties and responsibilities of the executive director shall be discharged in accordance

with the policies, procedures, and directives of the commission and the department. The
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executive director shall employ such professional and clerical personnel as deemed
necessary to carry out the duties and functions of the commission and the department.
Offices held by the executive director and professional personnel are declared to be
educational in nature and not under the state personnel system.

(3) The executive director shall conduct all studies and programs of the commission and
coordinate such studies and programs with those of other state agencies having duties and
functions concerned with higher education, so as to avoid duplication of programs and
staff.

(4) The executive director shall review and approve or deny any proposed action or
recommendation of the private occupational school policy advisory committee acting
pursuant to part 7 of article 60 of this title.

23-1-113.2. Commission directive - admission standards for students holding
international baccalaureate diplomas.

(1) (@) The general assembly hereby finds and declares that:

() Itis in the best interests of the state to encourage the development and adoption of
innovative and effective curricula for high school students;

(1) The international baccalaureate diploma program is an established and well-
respected program designed to provide innovative curricula world-wide;

(1) In most other Western educational systems, secondary education includes the
equivalent of a thirteenth grade, and the international baccalaureate diploma program
conforms to this approach with its rigorous course of study over two years;

(IV) A student who has successfully completed the international baccalaureate
diploma program is viewed as a highly attractive student by institutions of higher
education due to the student's ambition, work habits, and scholarship;

(V) Nationwide, institutions of higher education recognize the high level of academic
sophistication of international baccalaureate students and many offer considerable college
credit as an inducement for those students to attend their institutions;

- {Formatted: Strikethrough
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N provision is unnecessary.
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(VI) Many Colorado international baccalaureate students leave the state to attend
institutions of higher education that provide attractive offers of credit; and

(V) 1t is in the best interests of Colorado to retain the state's best and brightest
students who can establish permanent residency and subsequently contribute to the
intellectual and economic vitality of the state.

(b) It is therefore the intent of the general assembly in enacting this section that
Colorado institutions of higher education be required to adopt comprehensive and
reasonable policies to offer credit to international baccalaureate students.

2 () prkepbefepe—\lanuapy—l—zegq the gemmission department shall ensure that each

governing board of a state-supported baccalaureate and graduate institution of higher
education in the state adopt and implement, for each of the institutions under its control, a
policy for the acceptance of first-time freshman students who have successfully
completed an international baccalaureate diploma program.

(b) Each governing board shall report the policy adopted and implemented pursuant
to paragraph (a) of this subsection (2) to the commission department and shall make the

A e e Ly R e e e Y

policy available to the public in an electronic format.

(c) Each governing board shall set the number of credits the institution may grant to a
student who has successfully completed an international baccalaureate diploma program.
Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (d) of this subsection (2), the number of
credits granted by an institution shall be, at a minimum, twenty-four semester credits or
their equivalent. Each governing board shall identify the specific general education or
elective requirements that the student satisfies by having successfully completed the
international baccalaureate diploma program and shall outline the conditions necessary to
award the credits.

(d) Each institution may determine the level of student performance necessary to
grant the credits, as measured by a student's exam performance in the specific courses
constituting the international baccalaureate diploma program. An institution may only
grant less than twenty-four semester credits or their equivalent if the student has received
a score of less than four on an exam administered as part of the international
baccalaureate diploma program, in which case the number of semester credits or their
equivalent granted by the institution shall be reduced accordingly.

(3) The provisions of this section shall not apply to any institution of higher education
that has entered into a performance contract with the gemmission departmentasan
exemplary institution of higher education.

23-1-113.3. Commission directive - basic skills courses.

(1) On or before September 1, 2000, the commission shall adopt and the governing
boards shall implement standards and procedures whereby basic skills courses, as defined

Comment [j11]: Dept. needs ability make future
~ rule changes.
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in section 23-1-113 (1) (b) (I1) (A.7), may be offered by state institutions of higher
education pursuant to this section.

(2) (a) Adams state college, Mesa state college, any local community college, and any
community college governed by the state board for community colleges and occupational
education may offer basic skills courses, as defined in section 23-1-113 (1) (b) (II) (A.7),
and receive stipend payments from the state on behalf of eligible undergraduate students,
as defined in section 23-18-102 (5), enrolled in basic skills courses.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (5) of this section, any state institution
of higher education not specified in paragraph (a) of this subsection (2) is prohibited from
offering a basic skills course, unless the course is offered by contract through any of the
institutions of higher education specified in paragraph (a) of this subsection (2).

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (b) of this subsection (2),
Metropolitan state college of Denver and the university of Colorado at Denver are
prohibited from offering basic skills courses either directly or through contract with an
institution specified in paragraph (a) of this subsection (2).

(3) The state board for community colleges and occupational education, local community
colleges, Adams state college, and Mesa state college shall:

(b) Compile data regarding student performance that describes with regard to students
who take basic skills courses pursuant to section 23-1-113 (1) (b) (1) (B):

(I) The school districts from which said students graduated,
(1) The number of said students graduating from each school district; and

(1) The basic skills for which said students require remediation; and

paragraphs (a) and (b) of this subsection (3).

(4) (a) The gommission department shall transmit annually to the education committees

aoormirooTurt UL Al LIt offalt tatiotit arpivaity v uit vudvauiviy LUttt .

of the senate and the house of representatives, the joint budget committee, and the
department of education an analysis of the data:

and to public high schools within each district.

(5) Any state institution of higher education not specified in paragraph (a) of subsection
(2) of this section offering a basic skills course on a cash-funded basis shall report

and reported pursuant to paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (3) of this section.
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(6) For purposes of this section, "local community college” shall include Aims
community college, Colorado mountain college, northeastern junior college, and
Colorado northwestern community college.

- {Formatted: Strikethrough ]
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Comment [j12]: Institutions have processes and
policies in place to determine the necessity and cost
effectiveness of their campuses programs. The

23-1-119. Commission directive - transition between K-12 education system and governing boards are responsible for the financial
postsecondary education system. e mons o e
discontinue unnecessary or underutilized programs is
(1) The general assembly hereby finds and declares that, in order for students to succeed el
at state-supported institutions of higher education, the Colorado public system of
elementary and secondary education must have provided such students with the skills and
abilities necessary to make the transition to the postsecondary system. The general
assembly further recognizes that the establishment of goals and standards for providing
such skills and abilities is the prerogative of the elementary and secondary public
education system. The general assembly recognizes that, in establishing such goals and
standards, the elementary and secondary education system should be in communication
with the postsecondary education system regarding the skills and abilities that are needed
{Formatted Strikethrough ]
‘[Formatted Strikethrough ]
procedures to facrlltate the transition for students between the two systems. N Comment [j13]: The Department of Education is

used to mirror the use of the Department of Higher
\ | Ed rather than their respective boards.
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(2) In consultation with the state board of education appropriate school boards and
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department and such governing boards shall adopt necessary polrcres and proceduresto { Formatted: strikethrough
promote the establishment of a mechanism for postsecondary institutions to report back
to the secondary public education system concerning:

)

(a) The skills and abilities, and the level of proficiency thereof, that first-year students
at such postsecondary institutions need to have in order to succeed;

(b) The level of proficiency in such skills and abilities currently exhibited by first-
year students;

(c) The level of achievement currently exhibited by first-year students; and

11
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(d) Any other information that will provide a better transition for students between
the two education systems.

(3) In consultatlon with the state board of educatlon governlng boards of state- supported
department shall aid the elementary and secondary public education systerﬁfaﬁa the
postsecondary public education system in establishing a network to connect the faculty of
postsecondary institutions with the teachers in school districts for the purpose of
exchanging information.

(4) For purposes of this section, "postsecondary" means related to instruction of students
over the age of seventeen years who are not enrolled in a regular program of kindergarten
through grade twelve in a public, independent, or parochial school.

(5) Repealed.

23-1-119.1. Commissien Department directive - notice of postsecondary educational

Formatted: Strikethrough
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opportunities and higher education admission guidelines.

(1) Annually, beginning in the spring of 2006, upon receipt of the names and mailing
addresses of students enrolled in the eighth grade from the board of education of each
school district in Colorado and the state charter school institute, the Colorado

commission-on-higheredueation department of higher education shall provide notice

of postsecondary educational opportunities to the parents or legal guardians of all eighth-
grade students enrolled in public schools in the state. At a minimum, the notice shall

specify:

(a) The Colorado commission on higher education's higher education admission
guidelines and an explanation that compliance with the higher education admission
guidelines is necessary for acceptance, but is not a guarantee of admission, to a state-
supported institute of higher education;

(b) A student’s potential need for remedial education and any related financial obligations
that may fall to the student's parent or legal guardian if the student desires to apply to a
state-supported, four-year college or university in Colorado but does not meet the higher
education admission guidelines;

(c) A student who fails to pass a course listed in the higher education admission
guidelines may enroll in a remedial course, successful completion of which will satisfy
the requirements of the higher education admission guidelines;

(d) The availability of and instructions for acquiring information regarding financial
assistance to attend an institution of higher education, including stipend amounts, tuition,
and other financial aid,;

(e) The annual state stipend amount as determined pursuant to section 23-18-202;
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(f) The annual cost of in-state tuition for attendance at a public higher education
institution in the state;

(9) The amount of the student's share of tuition as determined pursuant to section 23-18-
207; and

(h) Notification that the stipend amount and the amount of tuition may change annually.

23-1-121. Commission directive - approval of teacher preparation programs. Comment [j14]: Private schools are already
included in these requirements, adding them simply
) A A A A updates the statute to existing policy. Department
(1) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires: staff is currently working on different language to
meet concerns that private schools have expressed.

(a) "Approved teacher preparation program" means a teacher preparation program
that has been reviewed pursuant to the provisions of this section and has been determined
by the commission to meet the performance-based standards established by the
commission pursuant to this section and the requirements of section 23-1-108 and to be
designed and implemented in accordance with the requirements of the "Higher Education
Quality Assurance Act", article 13 of this title.

(b) "Institution of higher education” means a public institution of higher education
within the state system of higher education.

(c) "Teacher candidate” means a person who is participating in a teacher preparation
program in order to enter the teaching profession.

(d) "Teacher preparation program" or "program™ means a program of study
specifically designed to prepare teacher candidates to provide high quality instruction for
students.

the commission shall adopt policies establishing the {Comment [i15]: Dept. needs ability make future
requirements for teacher preparation programs offered by public and private institutions - rule changes.
of higher education. The semmission department shall work in cooperation with the {F‘"matted Strikethrough
state board of education in developing the requirements for teacher preparation programs. fFormatted Strikethrough
At a minimum, the requirements shall ensure that each teacher preparation program may {Formatted Strikethrough

|
)
)
)

be completed within four academic years, is designed on a performance-based model, and
includes:

(a) A comprehensive admission system that includes screening of and counseling for
students who are considering becoming teacher candidates;

(b) Ongoing screening and counseling of teacher candidates by practicing teachers or
faculty members;

(c) Course work and field-based training that integrates theory and practice and

educates teacher candidates in the methodologies, practices, and procedures of teaching
standards-based education, as described in part 4 of article 7 of this title, and specifically
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in teaching to the state model content standards adopted pursuant to section 22-7-406,
C.RS,;

(d) A requirement that each teacher candidate complete during the course of the
teacher preparation program a minimum of eight hundred hours of supervised field-based
experience that relates to predetermined learning standards;

(e) A requirement that each teacher candidate, prior to graduation, must demonstrate
the skills required for licensure, as specified by rule of the state board of education
pursuant to section 22-2-109 (3), C.R.S., in the manner specified by rule of the state
board;

(f) Comprehensive, ongoing assessment including evaluation of each teacher
candidate's subject matter and professional knowledge and ability to demonstrate skill in
applying the professional knowledge base.

(3) On or before July 1, 2000, the commission shall also adopt policies to ensure that
each teacher preparation program includes implementation of procedures to monitor and
improve the effectiveness of the program, including at a minimum the following:

(a) Periodic review by the institution of higher education offering the teacher
preparation program to ensure that the program meets the requirements specified by the
commission pursuant to this section;

(b) Implementation of a procedure for collecting and reviewing evaluative data
concerning the teacher preparation program and for modifying the program as necessary
in response to the data collected,;

(c) Implementation of a procedure for reviewing the scores achieved on the
professional competency assessments required pursuant to section 22-60.5-201, C.R.S.,
by teacher candidates enrolled in and graduating from the program and modifying the
teacher preparation program as necessary to improve those scores;

(d) Implementation of an institutional reward system for faculty and supervisors
involved in the teacher preparation program that supports and encourages field-based

activity.
(4) (2) (1) BeginningJuly-1-2000-and-priortoJuly-1-2001, the gemmission, -~ { Formatted: strikethrough
department, in conjunction with the state board of education, shall review each teacher "~ { Formatted: strikethrough

preparation program offered by any public or private institution of higher education as
provided in paragraph (b) of this subsection (4). All teacher preparation programs shall be
discontinued as of July 1, 2001, unless reapproved prior to said date.

(1) Following the initial review of teacher preparation programs pursuant to this

| section, the Ecommission department shall establish a schedule for review of teacher _ - { Formatted: strikethrough
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preparation programs that ensures each program is reviewed as provided in this section
not more frequently than once every five years.

(111 Any institution of higher education, public or private, that chooses to offer a
new teacher preparation program or modify an existing program, either by significantly
modifying the content or modifying the geographic area in which the program is offered,

shall submit the new or modified program to the gemmission department for review - {Formatted: Strikethrough
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pursuant to this section; except that an institution need not submit for review any program
offered on a cash-funded basis. The commission shall adopt policies and procedures for
the review of new and modified programs.

(b) Each program review conducted pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subsection (4)
shall ensure that the program meets the minimum requirements adopted pursuant to
subsections (2) and (3) of this section and the requirements of section 23-1-108 and any

policies adopted pursuant thereto. In addition, the gormwissien department shall ensure - { Formatted: trikethrough

W M e N T,

that the program is designed and implemented in accordance with the requirements of the
"Higher Education Quality Assurance Act", article 13 of this title. In determining whether
to initially approve or continue the approval of a teacher preparation program, the
commission shall consider any recommendations made by the state board of education
pursuant to section 22-2-109 (5), C.R.S., concerning the effectiveness of the program
content. If the state board of education recommends that a program not be approved, the
commission shall follow said recommendation by refusing initial approval of said
program or placing said program on probation.

(c) Each public and private institution of higher education that offers a teacher

A

the governing boards of each institution of higher education that offers a teacher
preparation program in specifying the information to be included in the annual report.

(d) Following review of a teacher preparation program, if the commission determines
that the program does not meet the requirements specified in paragraph (b) of this
subsection (4), it shall place the program on probation. The commission shall adopt
policies specifying the procedures for placing a program on probation and for
subsequently terminating a program, including a procedure for appeal. A teacher
preparation program that is placed on probation shall not accept new students until the
commission removes the teacher preparation program from probationary status. If the
commission determines that termination of the approval of a teacher preparation program
is necessary, the program shall be terminated within four years after said determination.
If the commission places a program on probation based on the recommendation of the
state board of education, the commission shall consult with the state board of education
in determining whether the program should be reapproved or whether approval should be
terminated.
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(5) The commission, upon the request of a nonpublic institution that provides a teacher
preparation program, shall approve the program upon:

(a) Receipt of confirmation by the state board of education that the program content is
designed and implemented in a manner that will enable a teacher candidate to meet the
requirements specified by the state board of education pursuant to section 22-2-109 (3),
C.R.S., and the requirements for licensure endorsement adopted by rule of the state board
of education pursuant to section 22-60.5-106, C.R.S.; and

(b) Confirmation that the program contains the requirement of a minimum of eight
hundred hours of supervised field-based experience including, but not limited to,
supervised field-based experience gained prior to admission to the teacher preparation
program, general field-based experience, and student teaching.

(6) Beginning January 2002, the gemmission department shall annually prepare a report - { Formatted: Strikethrough
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concerning the effectiveness of the review of teacher preparation programs conducted
pursuant to this section and shall provide notice to the education committees of the senate
and the house of representatives that such report is available to the members of the
committees upon request. The report shall also state the percentage of teacher candidates
graduating from each teacher preparation program during the preceding twelve months
that applied for and received an initial teacher license pursuant to section 22-60.5-201,
C.R.S., and the percentage of said graduates who passed the assessments administered
pursuant to section 22-60.5-203, C.R.S. The education committees of the senate and the
house of representatives shall consider the report in a joint meeting held pursuant to
section 22-60.5-116.5, C.R.S.

23-1-121.3. Commission directive - principal and administrator preparation
programs.

The general assembly hereby finds and declares that state-supported institutions of higher
education and private institutions that provide approved programs of preparation for
principals or administrators must ensure that persons completing such programs receive
sufficient training to successfully meet the challenges of managing a school or school
district. Therefore, the commission shall adopt the necessary policies to require any state-
supported institution of higher education that offers an approved program of preparation
for principals or administrators to include in such program proficiencies in the principles
of business management and budgeting practices and in the analysis of student
assessment data and its use in planning for student instruction. In adding said
proficiencies to any existing program of preparation, the institution of higher education
shall ensure that said proficiencies are incorporated into the preparation program in such
a manner that they do not increase the number of credit hours each student must complete
for graduation nor increase the cost to the institution or to the student of providing the

preparation program.\ Comment [j16]: Private schools added, see
””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””” above.
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23-1-125. Commission directive - student bill of rights - degree requirements -

implementation of core courses - competency test.

(1) Student bill of rights. The general assembly hereby finds that students enrolled in
public institutions of higher education shall have the following rights:

(a) Students should be able to complete their associate of arts and associate of science
degree programs in no more than sixty credit hours or their baccalaureate programs in no
more than one hundred twenty credit hours unless there are additional degree
requirements recognized by the commission;

(b) A student can sign a two-year or four-year graduation agreement that formalizes a
plan for that student to obtain a degree in two or four years, unless there are additional
degree requirements recognized by the commission;

(c) Students have a right to clear and concise information concerning which courses
must be completed successfully to complete their degrees;

(d) Students have a right to know which courses are transferable among the state
public two-year and four-year institutions of higher education;

17
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Comment [j17]: This assessment has never
occurred. Implementation of test would have
substantial costs that were never funded.
Remediation and retention reports serve a similar
function.




(e) Students, upon completion of core general education courses, regardless of the
delivery method, should have those courses satisfy the core course requirements of all
Colorado public institutions of higher education;

(f) Students have a right to know if courses from one or more public higher education
institutions satisfy the students' degree requirements;

(9) A student's credit for the completion of the core requirements and core courses
shall not expire for ten years from the date of initial enrollment and shall be transferrable.

(2) Degree requirements. The commission shall establish a standard of a one-hundred-
twenty-hour baccalaureate degree, not including specific professional degree programs
that have additional degree requirements recognized by the commission

(3) Core courses. The gemmissien, department in consultation with each Colorado

Ay M e N e L L Y Y Y Y A

public institution of higher education, is directed to outline a plan to implement a core
course concept, which defines the general education course guidelines for all public
institutions of higher education. The core of courses shall be designed to ensure that
students demonstrate competency in reading, critical thinking, written communication,
mathematics, and technology. The core of courses shall consist of at least thirty credit
hours, but shall not exceed forty credit hours. Individual institutions of higher education
shall conform their own core course requirements with the guidelines developed by the

cemmissien department and shall identify the specific courses that meet the general

A Y e e e Y Y ) A E e Y e Ny Y e I e D 9 e

education course guidelines. If a statewide matrix of core courses is adopted by the
commission, the courses identified by the individual institutions as meeting the general
education course guidelines shall be included in the matrix. The commission shall adopt
such policies to ensure that institutions develop the most effective way to implement the
transferability of core course credits.

public institution of higher education, define a process for students to test out of core
courses, including specifying use of a national test or the criteria for approving
institutionally devised tests. Students shall be granted credit for the core courses they
successfully test out of, free of tuition for those courses.

- {Formatted: Strikethrough
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been impaneled for at least 10 years; their
involvement was not cited in the most recent master
plan of the Commission, (1993-1998).



http://www2.michie.com/colorado/lpext.dll?f=FifLink&t=document-frame.htm&l=query&iid=18c947a4.3815655e.0.0&q=%5BGroup%20%2723-1.5-101%27%5D�

Comment [j19]: Planning Committee has not
been impaneled for at least 10 years; their
involvement was not cited in the most recent master
plan of the Commission, (1993-1998).
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23-2-103.5. Notification and deposit of records upon discontinuance.

If a private or public college or university, seminary or bible college, or private
occupational school discontinues operation in this state, its chief executive officer shall
notify the Colorado g fssi i i
and its regional accrediting agency of the date of discontinuance and the name and
address of the agency where records of such institution will be maintained. Records shall

20
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produced in at least five years. Most of what is
specified to be included in the enrollment plan is
carried out in related statutes contained in Title 23.
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requirements, setting tuition & fees, appropriate
percentages of resident/non-resident students, state
support for higher education, etc.
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be permanently maintained and copies may be obtained by authorized parties, and such
records shall include, but not be limited to, information pertaining to the admission of
each student and former student and the educational record of each student and former
student. Financial aid records of each student and former student shall be retained
consistent with state and federal regulations.

23-5-116. Governing boards - authority to provide out-of-state courses.

(1) The governing board of any state institution of higher education may offer
postsecondary courses at locations outside the state of Colorado for credit applicable
toward a degree program. Each governing board shall promulgate policies and procedures
concerning the administration of such courses. The policies and procedures shall include,
but are not limited to, the following:

(a) A requirement that no state general fund moneys shall be expended in connection with
such out-of-state courses; and

(b) A requirement that credit earned for courses offered outside the state of Colorado
shall be applicable toward a degree from the sponsoring institution.

(2) The governing board of any state institution of higher education may offer
postsecondary noncredit courses at locations outside the state of Colorado. Each
governing board shall promulgate policies and procedures concerning the administration
of such courses. The policies and procedures shall include, but are not limited to, the
following:

(a) A requirement that no state general fund moneys shall be expended in connection with
such out-of-state courses; and

(b) A requirement that noncredit courses may be provided that are not applicable toward
a degree from the sponsoring institution.

(3) Each governing board shall notify the Colorado commission on higher education of
policies and procedures promulgated pursuant to this section.
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{6} (4) Each governing board shall provide an annual report to the £
en-higher-education department which describes all courses offered outside the
boundaries of the state of Colorado. The report will include a statement of need for the
instruction; geographical location of the institution and confirmation that no state
funds were used for instruction.

A (5) This section shall not be construed to limit the authority of the governing boards
of state institutions of higher education to offer courses in the state of Colorado. |

Section 11

DPOS Citation Changes
Draft Changes with Comments

23-60-701. Legislative declaration.

The general assembly hereby finds and declares that, pursuant to article 59 of title 12,
C.R.S,, there is a demonstrated need for statewide administration of private occupational
schools in order to provide standards for, foster improvements of, and protect the citizens
of this state against fraudulent or substandard educational services in private occupational
schools. Therefore, the general assembly has determined that the overall responsibility
for such administration and for ensuring compliance with article 59 of title 12, C.R.S.,

information and statutes are located in article 59 of title 12.
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Comment [j21]: Commission has granted the
Executive Director the authority to approve out of
state programs that are submitted by the institutions.
Upon executive directors approval the programs are
an information item on the Commission’s next
meeting. In past two and a half years no programs
were denied. These changes intend to keep the
requirements for out of state programs, allow the
governing boards to approve programs, but require
an annual report to DHE on out of state programs
that certify the requirements were met.

- Comment [j22]: The following changes clarify

references to the Division of Private and
Occupational Schools which is primarily located in
Article 59 of Title 12. These changes move all
sections dealing with DPOS in Title 23 to Title 12,
leaving a cross reference in 23-60-701. This change
is intended to put all of DPOS statutes in one title for
ease of use, no policy change is intended.
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12-59-101. Short title.

This article shall be known and may be cited as the "Private Occupational Education
Act of 1981".

12-59-102. Legislative declaration.

(2) 1t is the purpose of this article to provide standards for and to foster and improve
private occupational schools and their educational services and to protect the citizens of
this state against fraudulent or substandard private occupational schools by:

(a) Prohibiting the use of false or misleading literature, advertising, or representations by
private occupational schools or their agents;

(b) Establishing accountability for private occupational schools and their agents through
the setting of standards relative to the quality of educational services, fiscal
responsibility, and ethical business practices;

(c) Providing for the preservation of essential records;

(d) Providing certain rights and remedies to the private occupational school division, the
private occupational school board created in section 23-66-704, 12-59-105.1 C.R.S., and

the consuming public necessary to effectuate the purposes of this article;

(e) Providing for the authorization of appropriate educational credentials by approved
schools including, but not limited to, certificates, diplomas, and associate degrees; and

(f) Providing train-out for students of private occupational schools ceasing operation.

(2) To these ends, this article shall be liberally construed.
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12-59-103. Definitions.

As used in this article, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1) "Administrative law judge" means a person, appointed by the authority from a list
provided by the attorney general, who shall conduct hearings on any matter which is
within the jurisdiction of the division and which is referred to such administrative law
judge by the division.

(1.5) "Agent" means any person owning any interest in, employed by, or representing for
remuneration or other consideration a private occupational school located within or
without this state who enrolls or who, in places other than the principal school premises,
offers or attempts to secure the enrollment of any person within this state for education in
a school.

(2) "Agent's permit" means a nontransferable written authorization issued to an agent
pursuant to the provisions of this article by the division upon approval by the executive
director.

(2.5) "Associate degree" means a degree offered by a school on the successful completion
of the degree requirements as established by the division.

(2.6) "Board" means the private occupational school board created in section 23-66-784, ( Formatted: strikethrough
12-59-105.1, C.R.S.

(2.7) "Ceasing operation™ means the voluntary discontinuation of operation by a private
occupational school or the discontinuation of operation by a private occupational school
due to the denial, expiration, revocation, or suspension of such school's certificate of
approval by the division.

(2.8) "Certificate" means an award for the successful completion of a specific course or
program objective.

(3) "Certificate of approval™ means a written authorization issued by the division, upon
approval by the executive director, to the principal owners of a school in the name of
such school, pursuant to the provisions of this article, to operate a school in this state.

(3.5) "Diploma" means an award for the successful completion of an approved prescribed
program of study in a particular field of endeavor.

(3.6) "Director" means the director of the private occupational school division created

pursuant to section 23-69-#03, 12-59-104.1, C.R.S. [Formatted: Strikethrough

(3.7) "Division" means the private occupational school division created pursuant to

section 23-60-703, 12-59-104.1, C.R.S. [Formatted: Strikethrough
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(4) "Educational credentials" means certificates, diplomas, associate degrees, transcripts,
reports, numbers, or words which signify or are generally taken to signify enroliment,
attendance, progress, or satisfactory completion of the requirements for education at a
school.

(5) "Educational services" or "education™ includes, but is not limited to, any class, course,
or program of training, instruction, or study which is designed or is purported to meet all
or part of the requirements for employment in an agricultural, trade, industrial, technical,
business, office, sales, service, or health occupation and which constitutes occupational
education.

(6) "Entity" includes, but is not limited to, any person, society, association, partnership,
corporation, or trust.

(7) "Executive director" means the executive director of the department of higher
education appointed pursuant to section 23-1-110 (2), C.R.S.

(8) "New school™ means a private occupational school that does not hold an existing
certificate of approval as of June 30, 1981, or a school holding an existing certificate of
approval as of June 30, 1981, which subsequently expires pursuant to the provisions of
section 12-59-108 (4) or is revoked or denied pursuant to the provisions of this article.

(8.5) "Occupational education" means any education designed to facilitate the vocational,
technical, or occupational development of individual persons including, but not limited
to, vocational or technical training or retraining which is given in schools or classes,
including field or laboratory work incident thereto, which is conducted as a part of a
program designed to fit individuals for gainful employment as semiskilled or skilled
workers or technicians in recognized occupations requiring less than a four-year
baccalaureate degree. The term also includes instruction related to the occupation for
which the person is being trained or which is necessary for him to benefit from such
training.

(9) "Offer" or "offering" includes, in addition to its usual meaning, advertising,
publicizing, soliciting, or encouraging any person in any manner to perform the act
described.

(10) "Operate™ or "operating”, when used with respect to a school, means to establish,
keep, or maintain any facility or location in this state where, from, or through which
educational services are offered or educational credentials are offered or granted.

(11) "Private occupational school" or "school™ means any entity or institution for profit or
not for profit located within or without this state which offers educational credentials or
educational services that constitute occupational education in this state and which is not
specifically exempt from the provisions of this article.

(12) Repealed.
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(13) "Train-out™ means the opportunity for a student of a private occupational school
ceasing operation to meet such student's educational objectives through training provided
by another approved private occupational school, a community college, an area
vocational school, or any other training arrangement acceptable to the division.

12-59-104. Exemptions.

(1) The following educational institutions and educational services are exempt from the
provisions of this article:

(a) A public school or public educational institution funded wholly or in part by a local
school district or school districts or by direct appropriation from the state to a school,
public educational institution, or board;

(b) A nonprofit school owned, controlled, operated, and maintained by a bona fide
parochial or denominational institution exempt from general property taxation under the
laws of this state;

(c) A school offering education solely avocational, supplementary, or ancillary in nature;
(d) A college or university which:

(1) Confers four-year baccalaureate or higher degrees; and

(11) Offers programs or courses in this state, the majority of which are not occupational in
nature, as defined by the division, or are at the graduate level;

(e) Repealed.

(f) A private school providing a basic academic education comparable to that provided in
public elementary and secondary schools of this state;

(9) A school offering only educational services for which no money or other
consideration is paid;

(h) A school offering only educational services to an employer for the training of its
employees;

(i) Education offered by a bona fide trade, business, professional, or fraternal
organization solely for that organization's membership;

(j) Educational services offered by an employer for the training of its own employees;
(k) Apprenticeship training registered pursuant to state or federal law;

(I) Educational services offered by an approved school which:
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(1) Do not require the payment of money or other consideration;

(1) Are avocational, supplementary, or ancillary in nature; or

(111) Are offered only to an employer for the training and preparation of his employees;
(m) Nurse aide training programs approved pursuant to section 12-38.1-108 (1);

(n) Flight schools that are not certified by the United States veterans administration;
(o) Flight schools and flight instructors that do not collect advance tuition or fees;

(p) Educational programs, continuing education programs, and training programs offered
or conducted by an organization which is listed as an exempt organization in 26 U.S.C.
sec. 501 (c) of the federal "Internal Revenue Code of 1986", as amended. Any such
program, in order to qualify for the exemption created in this paragraph (p), shall be
consistent with the purposes or requirements of the organization offering or conducting
the program.

(9) A private educational institution that is accredited by an agency recognized by the
United States department of education, that confers post-graduate degrees, and that offers
programs or courses that are not defined as occupational education pursuant to section
12-59-103 (8.5).

23-60-703- 12-59-104.1 Private occupational school division - creation. { Formatted: Font color: Auto, Strikethrough

There is hereby created the private occupational school division in the department of
higher education and the office of director of the division. The division and the director
shall exercise their powers and perform their duties and functions specified in this part 7
under the department of higher education and the executive director thereof as if the same
were transferred to the department by a type 2 transfer as such transfer is defined in the
"Administrative Organization Act of 1968", article 1 of title 24, C.R.S. The director shall
be appointed by the executive director. The director, with the approval of the executive
director, shall employ such professional and clerical personnel as deemed necessary to
carry out the duties and function of the division. The director and professional personnel
are declared to hold educational offices and to be exempt from the state personnel
system.

12-59-105. Powers and duties of division.

(1) The division shall have, in addition to the powers and duties now vested therein by
law, the following powers and duties:

(a) to (c) (Deleted by amendment, L. 98, p. 36, § 8, effective March 17, 1998.)
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(d) To publish a list of schools and maintain a list of agents authorized to operate in this
state under the provisions of this article;

(e) To receive or cause to be maintained as a permanent file, in conformity with section
12-59-119, copies of educational, financial, and other records;

() to (j) (Deleted by amendment, L. 98, p. 36, § 8, effective March 17, 1998.)

(K) To negotiate and enter into interstate reciprocity agreements with similar agencies in
other states whenever, in the judgment of the division and the board, such agreements are
or will be helpful in effectuating the purposes of this article; except that nothing
contained in any such reciprocity agreement shall be construed as limiting the division's
powers, duties, and responsibilities with respect to investigating or acting upon any
application for a certificate of approval for a private occupational school or an application
for issuance of or renewal of any agent's permit or with respect to the enforcement of any
provision of this article or any of the rules promulgated under this article.

[ Formatted: Strikethrough

| 23-60-704. 12-59-105.1 Private _occupational _school board - established -
membership.

(1) Effective June 30, 1998, the private occupational school policy advisory committee is
abolished, and the terms of members of the advisory committee serving as such
immediately prior to June 30, 1998, are terminated.

(2) Effective July 1, 1998, there is established, in the private occupational school
division, the private occupational school board which shall advise the director on the

department by a type 1 transfer, as such transfer is defined in the "Administrative
Organization Act of 1968", article 1 of title 24, C.R.S.

(3) The board shall consist of seven members appointed by the governor, with the
consent of the senate, as follows:

(a) Three members shall be owners or operators of private occupational schools that
receive Title IV funds;

(b) Four members shall be representatives of the general public, at least one of whom is
employed by a lending institution located in Colorado and is familiar with the Colorado
student loan program and at least two of whom are owners or operators of businesses
within Colorado that employ students who are enrolled in schools that are subject to
administration by the private occupational school division.
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(4) No appointed member shall be an employee of any junior college, community or
technical college, school district, or public agency that receives vocational funds
allocated by any state agency.

(5) The board members shall serve four-year terms; except that, of the members first
appointed to the board, three members to be selected by the governor shall serve two-year
terms. No member shall serve more than two consecutive four-year terms.

(6) The board shall hold regular meetings at such times as it may deem appropriate, but it
shall not meet less than four times per year.

(7) Board members shall be paid a per diem of thirty-five dollars for each day on which
the board meets and their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the conduct of
official business.

(8) The division shall provide any necessary staff assistance for the board.

12-59-105.3. Powers and duties of board.

(1) The board shall have the following powers and duties:

(a) To establish minimum criteria in conformity with section 12-59-106, including quality
of education, ethical business practices, and fiscal responsibility, which an applicant for a
certificate of approval shall meet before such certificate of approval may be issued and
continued in effect. The criteria to be developed under this section shall be such as will
effectuate the purposes of this article.

(b) To establish minimum criteria in conformity with section 12-59-106 which an
applicant for an agent's permit shall meet before such agent's permit may be issued and
continued in effect. The criteria to be developed under this section shall be such as will
effectuate the purposes of this article.

(c) To consult with the division regarding interstate reciprocity agreements;

(d) To receive, investigate, and evaluate, as it deems necessary, and act upon applications
for certificates of approval, agents' permits, and changes of ownership;

(e) To require the posting of appropriate notices on the school premises notifying
students of any school closure by operation of law or otherwise;

(f) To investigate, as it deems necessary, any entity subject to, or reasonably believed by
the board to be subject to, the jurisdiction of this article and, in connection therewith, to
subpoena any persons, books, records, or documents pertaining to such investigation, to
require answers in writing, under oath, to questions propounded by the board, and to
administer an oath or affirmation to any person in connection with any such investigation.
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Such investigation may include the physical inspection of school facilities and records.
Said subpoena shall be enforceable by any court of record of this state.

(9) To deny or revoke the agent's permit of an agent of an out-of-state school determined
not to be in compliance with this article;

(h) To appoint administrative law judges to conduct hearings on any matter within the
jurisdiction of the board, which shall include the conduct of hearings in aid of any
investigation or inquiry pursuant to paragraph (f) of this subsection (1);

(i) To grant accreditation to schools that make application and that meet the standards of
accreditation established by the board, which shall include at least the standards of
accreditation required for recognition of an accrediting authority for private occupational
schools by the United States office of education. Accreditation shall be voluntary and
shall not affect, in any manner, a certificate of approval issued by the board as provided
in this article. A school making application for accreditation shall pay all reasonable
expenses incurred by the board, including any payments to evaluators, in the performance
of the accreditation evaluation or in connection with the continuation of any accreditation
received under this paragraph (i).

(j) To promulgate rules and to adopt procedures necessary or appropriate for the conduct
of its work and the implementation of this article;

(k) To establish educational standards and requirements for the awarding of appropriate
educational credentials by private occupational schools;

(I) To exercise other powers and duties implied, but not enumerated, in this section
which, in the judgment of the board, are necessary in order to carry out the provisions of
this article;

(m) To designate, by category of instruction, those schools that teach students under
sixteen years of age for which instructional staff and prospective instructional staff, as
defined by board rule, shall be required to submit a complete set of fingerprints pursuant
to section 12-59-105.7;

(n) To prescribe uniform academic reporting policies and procedures to which a private
occupational school shall adhere.

12-59-105.4. Duties of private occupational schools.

A private occupational school shall provide the division with such data as the board
deems necessary upon written request of the board. Data pertaining to individual students
or personnel shall not be divulged or made known in any way by a member of the board,
by the director, or by any division or school employee, except in accordance with judicial
order or as otherwise provided by law. A person who violates this section commits a class
1 misdemeanor and shall be punished as provided in section 18-1.3-501, C.R.S. In
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addition, such person shall be subject to removal or dismissal from public service on
grounds of malfeasance in office.

12-59-105.5. Occupational credentials for instructors of barbering and cosmetology.

The holder of a valid current Colorado license to practice as an instructor of barbering or
cosmetology prior to November 1, 1990, shall be awarded a current occupational
credential by the board as prescribed by the rules concerning private occupational schools
promulgated pursuant to section 12-59-105.3 (1) (j). All persons awarded such
occupational credential pursuant to this section shall meet the requirements of the board
for renewal of the credential.

12-59-105.7. Submittal of fingerprints for persons teaching at designated schools -
criminal history record check - prerequisite for commencing or continuing

employment.

(1) (a) Instructional staff or prospective instructional staff who may be teaching students
in a school designated by the board pursuant to section 12-59-105.3 (1) (m) shall,
beginning July 1, 2006, in order to commence or continue employment at a designated
school, submit a set of his or her fingerprints to the Colorado bureau of investigation for
the purpose of conducting a state and national fingerprint-based criminal history record
check utilizing records of the Colorado bureau of investigation and the federal bureau of
investigation. Nothing in this section shall preclude the board from making further
inquiries into the background of instructional staff or prospective instructional staff.
Instructional staff or prospective instructional staff shall pay the fee established by the
Colorado bureau of investigation for conducting the fingerprint-based criminal history
record check. Upon completion of the criminal history record check, the bureau shall
forward the results to the board. The board shall conduct a review of the results of the
criminal history record check forwarded by the bureau and consider the results in
assessing whether instructional staff or prospective instructional staff meet minimum
standards of qualification, as established by the board pursuant to section 12-59-106,
necessary to commence or continue employment at the designated school.

(b) Instructional staff or prospective instructional staff shall be required to resubmit a set
of his or her fingerprints pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subsection (1) even if he or she
previously submitted his or her fingerprints pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subsection 1.

(2) In addition to any other requirements established by the board for the necessary
qualifications of instructional staff or prospective instructional staff, the submittal of
fingerprints pursuant to subsection (1) of this section and results consistent with the
minimum standards of qualification established by the board pursuant to section 12-59-
106 shall be a prerequisite to commencing or continuing employment as instructional
staff who may be teaching students in a school designated by the board pursuant to
section 12-59-105.3 (1) (m).
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Comment [j24]: This cross reference is no longer
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the executive director. -~
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23-60-705. 12-59-105.9 Duties and powers of the division subject to the approval of { Formatted: strikethrougn )
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The division shall exercise all of the powers and duties set forth in section 12-59-105,
C.R.S. The executive director shall review and approve, consistent with the institutional
role and statewide needs, any action taken by the division pursuant to the powers and
duties set forth in section 12-59-105, C.R.S.; except that the participation of the executive
director shall not be required in any action taken by the board.
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