Colorado Department of Higher Education
This letter was prepared as a tool for K-12 school leaders to use to communicate with parents and families about Colorado’s new Postsecondary and Workforce Readiness (PWR) endorsed high school diplomas. Use this content when the time is right for your district/school to share more information on the endorsed diploma and your plans to offer or not offer this option. We suggest using the applicable portions of the letter and adding specific content for your district/school.

[Date]
Dear Parents and Families:
I am reaching out with some important news about another option our district and state are providing for our students. As educators, we care about how our students perform when they leave us and continue their education or begin their careers. We want them to excel in their chosen paths. 
This year, school districts will have an opportunity to begin offering a new kind of diploma, a Postsecondary and Workforce Readiness (PWR) endorsed diploma, to our graduates. To earn this diploma, students must show they have carefully planned for life after high school and have fulfilled a number of requirements to demonstrate they will be successful in college or career.
In return for completing these additional steps, most of the state’s public colleges and universities have agreed to guarantee admission to students earning these endorsed diplomas. Other state public colleges and universities have agreed to give priority consideration to admitting these students.
What’s different about this diploma?
Many other states offer different diplomas for students who complete additional classes, achieve certain test scores or grades, or perform community service. The PWR endorsed diploma is Colorado’s first diploma that identifies students who have gone beyond the basic graduation requirements.
The PWR endorsed diploma is intended to be a meaningful symbol of preparation for college or career. To that end, it sets a high bar for academic achievement. But it’s about more than grades and test scores. It also requires students to complete a career plan and to participate in activities such as clubs, sports, community service, internships and work. 
Parents, high school teachers, college faculty and business people participated in the task force that created the requirements for the PWR endorsed diploma. They wanted to make sure students with this diploma were ready to go into college-level classes, without remediation or additional coursework.
But they also wanted to make sure students were learning 21st century skills such as collaboration, communication and problem-solving. So students must show they have those skills too.
Why add this diploma now?
The PWR endorsed diploma is the next step in the state’s journey toward alignment of its education systems from preschool to postsecondary. It is required under the Colorado Achievement Plan for Kids, or CAP4K, which was approved by state lawmakers in 2008. The law has one overarching goal: increase the rates at which students graduate from high school prepared for success in college or the workplace.
There are lots of changes going on in our schools right now. Adding the PWR endorsed diploma option for our students is not required. School districts can decide whether they plan to make this option available to families, and when they want to do so.
One school district, Aurora Public Schools, piloted the endorsed diploma in 2012-13. Recently, principals of all Aurora’s public high schools voted to implement this option for their students. It is likely Aurora will award the state’s first PWR endorsed diplomas in spring 2014.
How does this impact you?
If our school district decides to offer endorsed diplomas, this would be another option for you and your family to consider. There would be no additional cost to you for your student’s participation.
(Our district is not currently offering endorsed diplomas. We will be discussing the endorsed diploma option this year and providing further communication to our families soon. )
To learn more about what student would need to do to earn an endorsed diploma, please visit this Colorado Department of Education webpage – http://www.cde.state.co.us/secondaryinitiatives/hsdiplomaendorsement
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