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Why Higher Education Matters
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Relationship Between Educational Attainment, Personal Income, and 
Economic Strength, 2005
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Relationship Between Educational Attainment and Health, 
2000

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census; United Health Foundation
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Relationship Between Personal Income and Tax Revenues, 2003
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Educational Attainment of Adults Age 18-64—Total 
U.S. Population vs. Prison Population (Percent)
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Incarceration Rate by State in 2005—Prisoners Under 
Federal and State Jurisdiction per 100,000 Residents
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The Relationship Between Educational Attainment and Employment 
in the Arts, 2005

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2005 American Community Survey

Percent of Adults Age 25-64 with Bachelor’s Degrees, 2005
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Percent of Civilians Age 25-64 Participating in 
the Workforce by Education Attainment, 2000

Source:   U.S. Census Bureau, PUMS (based on 2000 Census)

U.S. Colorado
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Demographic Information
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Colorado Total Population Estimates by County, 
2005

529,305

402,219
279,508
271,842

249,572
228,158

150,974
129,746

49,772
47,684
47,650

43,376
37,554
29,991

24,963
24,767

21,284
20,687
19,507

16,879
15,387
15,254
14,822

13,923
13,397
13,140

11,882
9,785
9,196
8,446
7,741
7,724
7,664
7,190
7,032
6,000
5,617
5,563
5,377

4,577
4,257
4,082
3,874
3,409
2,523
1,952
1,809
1,423
1,417

923
786
568

558,663

12,251

4,953

47,230

27,997

524,809

14,182

16,944

22,741

564,857

4,628

21,862

0

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

500,000

600,000

El Paso
Denver
Arapahoe
Jefferson
Adam

s
Boulder
Larimer
Douglas
W

eld
Pueblo
Mesa
Garfield
Eagle
Fremont
La Plata
Broomfield
Montrose
Delta
Morgan
Summ

it
Montezuma
Elbert
Teller
Routt
Logan
Otero
Park
Chaffee
Las Animas
Alamosa
Pitkin
Gunnison
Prowers
Moffat
Grand
Rio Grande
Archuleta
Yuma
Clear Creek
Conejos
Huerfano
Lake
Kit Carson
San M

iguel
Saguache
Rio Blanco
Lincoln
Bent
Crowley
Gilpin
W

ashington
Phillips
Ouray
Baca
Custer
Costilla
Sedgwick
Cheyenne
Dolores
Jackson
Kiowa
Mineral
Hinsdale
San Juan

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau Population Estimates

State estimated population = 4,722,755

Front Range = 81.9%



12

Population Projections—Percent Change, 2000-25

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau
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Colorado Change in Total Population by County, 
2005-2030
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Projected Change in Colorado Population by 
Age and Race/Ethnicity, 2000-20

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau
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Counties in Which 80% of Colorado’s Hispanic 
Population Resides, 2005
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Personal Income Per Capita, 2005
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Per Capita Personal Income

Source:  Bureau of Economic Analysis
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Gaps in Personal Annual Income Between Wealthiest and 
Poorest Counties, 2000
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Difference in Median Earnings Between a High School Diploma 
and an Associate Degree, 2005
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Difference in Median Earnings Between a High School Diploma 
and a Bachelor’s Degree, 2005
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Educational Attainment and Rank Among States—
Colorado, 2005
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Percent Educational Attainment of Population Age 25-64 
By Race/Ethnicity—Colorado, 2005
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Percent of Adults with an Associate Degree or Higher by Age Group—
Colorado, the U.S. and Leading OECD Countries, 2004

Source:  Education at a Glance 2005, OECD
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Percent of Population Age 25-64 with an Associate Degree 
or Higher, 2005
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Percent of Residents Age 25-64 with at Least an 
Associate Degree, 2000

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau
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Gaps in Percentage of Residents Age 25-64 with a College Degree 
Between the Most and Least Educated Counties, 2000
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Difference Between Whites and Next Largest Race/Ethnic Group in 
Percentage of Adults Age 25-34 with an Associate Degree or Higher, 
2000
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Educational Attainment of Young Workforce (Age 25-34) 
in Colorado—Indexed to Most Educated Country, 2005

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2005 ACS; OECD
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Percent of Population Age 18-24 with No High School 
Diploma, 2005
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Percent of Population Age 18-24 Who Have Not 
Completed High School, 2000

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census; Summary File 3
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GEDs Awarded to Adults Age 16-24 per 1,000 Adults Age 16-24* 
with Less than a High School Diploma, 2005

* Age 16-24 with no high school diploma or equivalent, not enrolled
Source:  GED Testing Service, U.S. Census Bureau 2005 ACS data
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The Economy, Workforce Needs, 
and Innovation Capacity
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Percent of Total Gross State Product by Industry 
and Comparison to U.S.
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Percent of Civilian Population Age 25-64 
Participating in the Workforce, 2000
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Employment in High-Technology Establishments 
as Share of Total Employment by State, 2004
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Projected Percent Change in Occupations Requiring 
Some Postsecondary Training, 2002-2012
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Problems in Some Key Fields—Mainly Programs 
Among the Most Expensive to Operate
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Overall State Scores on Measures of Innovation Assets
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Science and Engineering Degrees as a Share of 
Higher Education Degrees Conferred by State, 2004-05
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Number of Doctorates per 1,000 Workers—
Science and Engineering, 2004
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Colorado Rank—Federal Research and Expenditures, 
2005
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Dollar Value of SBIR Grants Per Worker, 2004

35.2

0.2

$0

$10

$20

$30

$40

M
assachusetts

M
aryland

N
ew

 H
am

pshire
C

olorado
Virginia
N

ew
 M

exico
H

aw
aii

C
alifornia

D
elaw

are
C

onnecticut
R

hode Island
W

ashington
Alabam

a
M

ontana
Verm

ont
N

ew
 Jersey

M
aine

O
regon

O
hio

Pennsylvania
N

ew
 York

W
est Virginia

Arizona
U

tah
N

evada
Texas
W

yom
ing

M
innesota

M
ichigan

O
klahom

a
W

isconsin
N

orth C
arolina

N
ebraska

Idaho
Florida
N

orth D
akota

G
eorgia

Arkansas
Illinois
Indiana
Kentucky
Kansas
M

issouri
Tennessee
South C

arolina
M

ississippi
Iow

a
Louisiana
South D

akota
Alaska

Source:  Development Report Card for the States, CFED

81.8



43

Gross License Income Per Worker, 2004

Source:  Development Report Card for the States, CFED
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Number of Patents Issued Per $1,000 Gross State 
Product

Source:  2004/2005 Economic Vision 2010 Report Card, Indiana Chamber
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Venture Capital—Financing Per $1,000 Gross State Product, 
2003

Source:  2004/2005 Economic Vision 2010 Report Card, Indiana Chamber
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Number of Initial Public Offerings—Financing 
Per $1,000 Gross State Product, 2002

Source:  2004/2005 Economic Vision 2010 Report Card, Indiana Chamber
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The Education Pipeline:  Where 
Colorado Gets Its Talent
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Student Pipeline, 2004
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Race/Ethnic Representation at Each Stage of the Education Pipeline—
Colorado, 2005
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High School Graduation Rates—Public High School Graduates 
as a Percent of 9th Graders Four Years Earlier, 2004
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Projected High School Graduates by Race/Ethnicity from 
2002-03 to 2017-18

Source:  Western Interstate Higher Education Commission (WIICHE)
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College-Going Rates—First-Time Freshmen Directly Out of  
High School as a Percent of Recent High School Graduates, 2004
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First-Time Full-Time Freshmen as a Percent of 
Public High School Graduates, 2001

Source:  Colorado Commission on Higher Education
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Counties for Which Community Colleges Are the 
Primary Institutions for First-Time Freshmen, Fall 2001

Source:  Colorado Commission on Higher Education

Boulder

Gilpin

El Paso

San Miguel

Dolores

Lake

Montezuma

Rio Grande
Mineral

Alamosa

Sedgwick

Hinsdale
Ouray

Douglas

Chaffee

Garfield Summit

Pitkin
Mesa

Delta

Montrose

San Juan

La Plata
Archuleta

Saguache

Costilla

Custer

Teller

Pueblo

Huerfano

Las Animas

Lincoln

Elbert

Adams Washington

WeldLarimerJackson

Rio Blanco

Arapahoe

Baca

Bent

Cheyenne

Clear Creek

Conejos

Crowley

Denver
Eagle

Fremont

Grand

Gunnison

Jefferson

Kiowa

Kit Carson

Logan
Moffat

Morgan

Otero

Park

Phillips

Prowers

Routt

Yuma Community Colleges
Public 4-Year



55

Associate Degrees Awarded per 100 High School Graduates 
Three Years Earlier, 2004
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Three-Year Graduation Rates at Two-Year Colleges, 
2005 (Percent)
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Bachelor’s Degrees Awarded per 100 High School Graduates 
Six Years Earlier, 2004
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Six-Year Graduation Rates at Four-Year Colleges, 
2005 (Percent)
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Net Migration by Degree Level and Age Group—
Colorado

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census; 5% PUMS Files
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Migration Rate* of College-Educated Residents 
Age 22-64—Associate and Higher, 1995-2000

* Per 1,000 residents age 22-64 with college degrees.

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, PUMS (based on 2000 Census)
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Percent of Residents Age 25-64 with an Associate Degree 
Born In-State, 2005
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Percent of Residents Age 25-64 with a Bachelor’s Degree 
or Higher Born In-State, 2005
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Colorado Net Migration of College Degree Holders 
Age 22-29 by Occupation, 1995 to 2000
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Colorado Net Migration of College Degree Holders 
Age 30-64 by Occupation, 1995 to 2000
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Migration Rate* of Residents Age 22-64 with Less than a 
High School Diploma, 1995-2000
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Reaching Top Performance by 2025 (55%)—
Colorado
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Production of College Graduates (Undergraduate Credentials and Degrees Awarded 
Per 1,000 Residents Age 18-44 with High School Diploma or Some College but No College Degree)
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Summary Observations

1. Colorado’s Key Policy Question:
Education or In-Migrate?

2. Major Disparities
■ Geography
■ Race

3. The No-Man’s Land of Adult Education/Literacy

4. The Leaky Pipeline

5. Economic Development Outside the Front Range

6. Providing Public Funding Adequate for this Agenda
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Financial Context
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State Tax Capacity and Effort—Colorado Indexed to U.S. Average

Source:  State Higher Education Executive Officers (SHEEO)
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State Tax Capacity and Effort—Colorado Indexed to 
U.S. Average

Source:  State Higher Education Executive Officers (SHEEO)
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Projected State and Local Budget Surplus (Gap) as a 
Percent of Revenues, 2013

Source:  NCHEMS; Don Boyd (Rockefeller Institute of Government), 2005
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