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Request for Proposals
Special Release regarding Early Literacy for English Language Learners: Improving Teacher Quality Grant 2012-2013
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), Title II, Part A

CFDA Number: 84.367

	General Information about the Grant

Eligible Proposals

Selection Criteria

Required Sections and Documents for Proposals
Proposal and Application Deadline:

January 25, 2013
Grant Period

Notification

Reporting and Audit
DHE Contact Information


	
	The focus of this grant is to provide professional development in literacy for educators of English Language Learners (ELLs) in grades Pre-K  - Grade 3. Improving Teacher Quality grants are authorized by the federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA; formerly known as NCLB), Title II, Part A law and are administered through the Colorado Department of Higher Education (DHE).  This grant is being offered in collaboration with the Lieutenant Governor’s office. The purpose of the grants is to increase P-12 student academic growth and achievement by improving educator effectiveness and the equitable distribution of effective educators throughout the state.
These funds must be used for professional development to address early literacy for English Language Learners for in-service Pre-K - Grade 3 teachers or coursework for highly qualified paraprofessionals who are working toward teacher licensure .In exchange for receiving funds, partners will be held accountable to the public for improvements in student academic growth and achievement.
Eligibility is limited to partnerships comprised minimally of:
1. a public or private college or university authorized to prepare teachers, principals, and/or paraprofessionals (for the pedagogy) and; 
2. a postsecondary college or school of arts and sciences (for the content), and;
3. a high-need local education agency (LEA) that is a public or private school district  that serves not less than 20 percent of children whose families live in poverty. To determine eligibility, visit http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/saipe/district.html .
The selection committee will evaluate proposals against:

· Quality Partnerships – The objective of a partnership should be to implement scientifically validated professional development approaches that increase student growth and achievement in literacy of ELLs in grades Pre-K  - Grade 3, that are aligned with the new Colorado Academic Standards (available at http://www.cde.state.co.us/StandardsAndInstruction/ColoradoStandards-AcademicStandards.asp)  and support the transition to the new standards, and that meet the needs of students and educators in high-need local education agencies.  Besides the minimal requirements for partnerships listed above, eligible partnerships may also include another local educational agency, a BOCES, a public charter school, an elementary or secondary school, an educational service agency, a nonprofit educational organization, another institution of higher education, a school of arts and sciences at another institution of higher education, a nonprofit cultural organization, a pre-kindergarten program, a teacher organization, or a business.  

· Impact on Student Growth and Achievement– Proposals must be based in significant part on the goal of English Language Learner academic growth and achievement in literacy. Tangible results from efforts specifically targeted to activities that are likely to yield a significant return on investment are expected. Proposals should include:

1. an evaluation plan for demonstrating evidence of gains in student growth and achievement, and;

2. an evaluation plan for demonstrating changes in educators’ knowledge or skills that increased their effectiveness. 
These plans may include such items as pre- and post-analysis of student work, pre- and post-analysis of participant knowledge and skill sets, and work sampling. Preference will be given to plans that include an outside evaluator. 

· Research on effective professional development programs finds that the duration of PD is extremely important and as are those with a mentoring component.  College coursework, multi-week institutes and sustained professional learning communities are preferred forms of professional development and should focus on specific, higher-order teaching strategies and how teachers can use those strategies in the classroom.  Professional development should provide opportunities for active learning; provide ongoing and formative feedback (such as daily or weekly learning teams); and involve the participation of teachers from the same subject, grade, or school, and the participation of school leaders. Proposed professional development activities need to show research-based evidence of improved student growth or achievement. “One shot” trainings, conferences, and multi-day workshops will not be funded. Also, funds may not be used for conference attendance.
1. Abstract: a project abstract of not more than 200 words.
2. Project Description: a description of proposed objectives and activities and how they relate to each other; a timeline; partners and participants; the project’s research design/evaluation plan for demonstrating student growth and participant outcomes; and demonstration of need for the project (such as a needs assessment or letters of support from the partnering organizations and letters from the superintendent of the LEAs that attest to the need for the project). Be sure this section is in line with the Selection Criteria and Preferences (above).
3. Budget: a completed budget form (Attached); an explanation of how budget items are associated with project objectives; budget percentage for each partner; and a breakdown of salary costs by hour and rate (faculty charges for work performed are allowable at no more than the institution’s base salary rate).  The proposed budget shall not exceed $290,000. Indirect costs are limited to eight percent of direct costs.  
4. Completed Transmittal Form (Attached).
5. Completed Certificate of Assurances (Attached): signed/emailed by the chief academic officer/provost of the college or university.
6. Vita(e) (in Addendum): proposals should include one-page vitae for the project director and key project staff.
Proposals should not exceed eight double-spaced pages, not including supplementary information such as vitae, budgets, and letters from partners, which may be included in addenda.

Proposals must be submitted by the higher education institution’s academic vice president to the Colorado Department of Higher Education by 5:00PM., January 25, 2013.  All proposals need to be submitted electronically, preferably in Microsoft Word format to: brittany.lane@dhe.state.co.us. 
The nature and scope of the proposed project will determine the size of the award. DHE may reduce proposed budgets or impose additional special conditions to any funded project or both. 
The funding period for these grants will be February 1, through December 31, 2013.  
The Department will notify the selected grant recipients by February 1, 2013.
Grantees may be required (per 2 CFR Part 170) to report grantee subaward information and compensation of the top five most highly compensated executives to the FFATA Subaward Reporting System (FSRS.gov) for posting on USASpending.gov. Also, a desk audit will be performed every four months throughout the life of the grant and may include an on-site visit. The director of each project selected for funding will complete a final performance report demonstrating any effect on student growth and achievement, increase in effectiveness of participants, and increase in the equitable distribution of effective educators. A spreadsheet template will be provided by Colorado Department of Higher Education for this final performance report. Also, a final accounting report is required. The financial records of each funded project shall be made available for inspection or audit on reasonable notice from DHE.  
Questions regarding the RFP may be addressed to:

Dr. Brittany Lane (brittany.lane@dhe.state.co.us), Academic Policy Officer for Educator Preparation and Research, Title II-A Grant Coordinator.
Colorado Department of Higher Education
1560 Broadway, Suite 1600 Denver, CO 80202
Office: (303) 866-4289

	
	
	

	
	
	


	2012-2013 ESEA, Improving Teacher Quality Grant
Transmittal Form

	Project Title:

Name of institution:

	Estimated Number of Educator Participants:

	Project Start Date:   

Project End Date: December 31, 2013
	Proposed Project Total Budget: $

	Project Director Name:



	Project Director e-mail:



	Project Director Address (city, state, zip)



	Project Director Telephone


	Fax

	Name and e-mail of Chief Academic Officer



	Fiscal Contact Responsible for Grant (Must be employed by applicant)

Name:
	Title:

	Fiscal Contact Address (city, state, zip)



	Fiscal Contact Telephone


	Fax

	Fiscal Contact e-mail



	Extension:



	For

DHE
Use Only
	Action Taken:

(    a.  Awarded

(    b.  Rejected

(    c.  Returned for Amendment

(    d.  Withdrawn
	Funding:



	
	
	Improving Teacher Quality Grant Amount Awarded
	$


	2012-2013 ESEA Improving Teacher Quality Grant
Certificate of Assurances



	Project Title:



	The Certificate of Assurances must be completed by the Chief Academic Officer of the institution or nonprofit organization applying for the ESEA Improving Teacher Quality Grant.

I hereby provide assurances to the Colorado Department of Higher Education that if this institution/nonprofit organization receives a grant under the terms of the ESEA Improving Teacher Quality, it will:

1)   Conduct the activities as described in this proposal;

2)   Provide institutional/organization funding and resources as stated in this application;

3)  Comply with state requirements regarding the audit of a grant-funded program and supply DHE with a copy of the audit report and any findings for each fiscal year in which those grant monies were expended within 60 days of the completion of the audit;

4)   Keep all records necessary for fiscal and program auditing and give DHE, the Federal Agency, or the State Auditor access to and the right to examine all records, books, papers, or documents, related to this grant;

5)   Retain all fiscal records for a period of five years;

6)   Comply with all regulations and requirements of the ESEA grant;

7)  Comply with the administrative procedures and fiscal guidelines of DHE and the United States Department of Education, including submission of final performance reports;

8)   Use grant funds to supplement, and not supplant, funds from non-federal sources;

9) Comply with Title IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 USC 2000d) prohibiting employment   

    discriminatory practices will result in unequal treatment of persons who are or should be benefiting from 
    the grant aided activity; and

11) Ensure equitable participation of faculty from non-public schools to the extent feasible.
Institution
Name/Title of Chief Academic Officer

*The Chief Academic Officer’s email with this completed proposal attached will serve as an electronic signature and date.
Signature/Date




	2012-2013 ESEA Improving Teacher Quality Grant
NPO Demonstrated Effectiveness Document



	Project Title:



	Under federal regulations, each nonprofit organization (NPO) that applies for an ESEA Improving Teacher Quality Grant must furnish the following written evidence:  1) past demonstrated effectiveness in providing professional development for teachers, 2) financial stability as outlined below, and 3) have a partner institution of higher education with an approved educator preparation program.

1)  Documentation of Past Effectiveness

a)  Name of Project

b)  Dates of Operation

c)  City/State of Operation

d)  Number of Participants

e)  One-Page Summary of Course/Workshop Content and Activities

f)  Evidence of Project Outcomes, e.g., such as a final evaluation report of project effectiveness or documentation of improved student outcomes based on educator participation in the project

2)  Documentation of Financial Stability

a)  Complete Copy of Organization’s most recent independently reviewed financial statement

b)  Evidence of nonprofit corporate status from the Colorado Secretary of State

I hereby provide assurances that the attached evidence accurately reflects the fiscal stability ad demonstrated effectiveness of this organization.

Organization

Name of Chief Officer

An e-mail with this complete form from the above named individual may be used in place of a handwritten signature.
Signature/Date




Instructions for Completing the Budget Request Form

Please use these instructions as a guide for completing the Budget Request form.  If you have any questions while developing your budget, please contact brittany.lane@dhe.state.co.us or 303-866-4289.

Formulas for all “totals,” “sub-totals,” and “total budget as percentage” are already built into the spreadsheet and will automatically adjust as you enter figures.  If it is necessary for you to add rows to the spreadsheet, please contact DHE for assistance.

The following steps are required to complete the Budget Request Form:

1.  
Enter the title of the grant project (cell C1). 

2.
Enter the names of the partnering school districts, partnering institutions of higher education, the names of the partnering individual schools and/or partnering organization and a description of the how the organization is involved in the project proposal.  

Note:  Partner A will be designated as the primary partner and fiscal agent. Note also that no single partner may use more than 50 percent of the total revenues of a particular grant.  This provision focuses not on which partner receives the funds, but on which partner directly benefits from them. 
3.
Enter the names of persons involved in the project and enter the budget amount that will be allocated to each in the appropriate partner column.  The total must add up to the budget amount requested.  

4.
Enter the amount requested for equipment.  Note:  All equipment purchased must stay with the teacher participants, partner school or partner district.  
5. 
If student stipends/scholarships are offered, please indicate this in the grant project partners section and name it as such.   DHE will not require a list of stipend/scholarship recipients; however, the stipend recipients must be included in the final report.

[image: image2.emf]Grant Project Title:

Organization Name

Partner A Primary

Partner B

Partner C

Partner D

Partner E

Partner F

A B C E F

Total                      

(Must Equal 

Amount 

Request)

Direct or 

Indirect 

(Click to 

Select)

- $            Direct

- $            Direct

- $            Direct

- $            Direct

- $            Direct

- $            Direct

Fringe Benefits - $            Direct

- $            Direct

Travel - $            Direct

- $            Direct

- $            Direct

- $            Direct

- $            Direct

- $            Direct

Contractual - $            Direct

- $            Direct

- $            Direct

- $            Direct

Other - $            Direct

- $            Direct

- $                           

$0 $0 $0 $0 $0 - $           

Direct Costs $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Indirect Costs (not to 

exceed 8%) $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Indirect Percentage #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0!

Sub-total

Student Stipends     (if 

applicable)

Supplies and 

Materials



Equipment over $5,000

Budget Category and Description

Amount 

Requested

Amount of Budget Request to Grant Project Partners, by Partner                                                 

(As Identified In Section 1)

Personnel (list by 

name and title)

Description of Organization



Grant Project 

Partners:



Section 1

Section 2


1

_1372071567.xls
Budget Form

				Grant Project Title:

								Organization Name		Description of Organization

		Section 1		Grant Project Partners:		Partner A																Primary

						Partner B

						Partner C

						Partner D

						Partner E

						Partner F

				Budget Category and Description				Amount Requested		Amount of Budget Request to Grant Project Partners, by Partner                                                 (As Identified In Section 1)

		Section 2								A		B		C		E		F		Total                      (Must Equal Amount Request)		Direct or Indirect (Click to Select)

				Personnel (list by name and title)																$   - 0		Direct								Direct

																				$   - 0		Direct								Indirect

																				$   - 0		Direct

																				$   - 0		Direct

																				$   - 0		Direct

																				$   - 0		Direct

				Fringe Benefits																$   - 0		Direct

																				$   - 0		Direct

				Travel																$   - 0		Direct

																				$   - 0		Direct

				Equipment over $5,000																$   - 0		Direct

																				$   - 0		Direct

				Supplies and Materials																$   - 0		Direct

																				$   - 0		Direct

				Contractual																$   - 0		Direct

																				$   - 0		Direct

				Student Stipends     (if applicable)																$   - 0		Direct

																				$   - 0		Direct

				Other																$   - 0		Direct

																				$   - 0		Direct

				Sub-total				$   - 0		$0		$0		$0		$0		$0		$   - 0

								Direct Costs		$0		$0		$0		$0		$0		$0

								Indirect Costs (not to exceed 8%)		$0		$0		$0		$0		$0		$0

								Indirect Percentage		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%

				Percentage of Total Budget						0%		0%		0%		0%		0%



&CTitle II, Part A
No Child Left Behind - Improving Teacher Quality
2006-2007 Budget Request Form



Instructions

		Colorado Commission on Higher Education

		No Child Left Behind, Improving Teacher Quality Title II, Part A

		Instructions for Completing the NCLB Budget Request Form

		Please use these instructions as a guide for completing the NCLB Budget Request form.  The form was recently amended to help comply with the US Department of Education’s 50% Rule (see page 3 of RFP for definition).  If you have any questions while develop

		Formulas for all “totals”, “sub-totals”, and “total budget as percentage” are already built into the spreadsheet and will automatically adjust as you enter figures.  If it is necessary for you to add rows to the spreadsheet, please contact CCHE for assist

		The following steps are required to complete the NCLB Budget Request Form.

		1.   Enter the title of the grant project (cell C1).

		2. Enter the names of the partnering school districts, partnering institutions of higher education, the names of the partnering individual schools and/or partnering organization and a description of the how the organization is involved in the project prop

		Note:  Partner A will be designated as the primary partner and fiscal agent.

		3. Enter the names of persons involved in the project and enter the budget amount that will be allocated each in the appropriate partner column.  The total must add up to the budget amount  requested.

		4. Enter the amount requested for equipment.  Note:  All equipment purchased must stay with teacher participants, partner school or partner district.

		5. If student stipends/scholarships are offered, please indicate this in the grant project partners section and name it as such.  CCHE will not require a list of stipend/scholarship recipients on the budget form, however, the stipend recipients must be in
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