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DR. MATT GIANNESCHI TO JOIN THE 

COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

  

Denver – Lt. Governor Joe Garcia announced today that Dr. Matt Gianneschi will soon join the 

Colorado Department of Higher Education as its Deputy Executive Director.  Dr. Gianneschi is 

currently the Vice President of Student Services and Enrollment Management at the Community 

College of Aurora in Aurora, Colorado. 

 

This will be Dr. Gianneschi’s second stint in an executive role at the Department of Higher 

Education.  From 2004-06, during the Owens administration, Dr. Gianneschi was the Chief 

Academic Officer for the Colorado Department of Higher Education and reported to then 

Executive Director Rick O’Donnell.  

 

 “I am very pleased that, after four years away from the Department of Higher Education, Dr. 

Gianneschi agreed to come back to state-level work,” said Lt. Governor Garcia, Executive 

Director of the Colorado Department of Higher Education, “as few people in Colorado have a 

broader understanding of education policy or are more respected across the political isle than 

Matt.”  Lt. Governor Garcia added, “and as a former college administrator myself, I believe that 

it’s important for the department’s senior leadership to have campus-level experience.  As the 

current vice president of one of the state’s most diverse urban community colleges and former 

instructor at several postsecondary institutions, Dr. Gianneschi understands college 

administration and instruction beyond abstract theories.” 

 

Dr. Gianneschi is well known at the capitol and among K-12 educators.  Prior to joining the 

Community College of Aurora, Dr. Gianneschi was the senior policy advisor for education to 

Governor Bill Ritter, during which time he directed the state’s P-20 Education Coordinating 

Council, or “P-20 Council,” and helped create numerous bipartisan and cross-sector legislative 

initiatives, including SB 08-212, the Colorado Achievement Plan for Kids (sponsored by Romer 

& Penry, Witwer & Scanlan), or “CAP4K,” and HB 09-1319, the Concurrent Enrollment 

Programs Act (Merrifield & Massey, Williams).  Gianneschi also served on the “pipeline” 

subcommittee for the recent Higher Education Strategic Plan (HESP) process and was the co-

chair of the education transition team for Governor Hickenlooper and Lt. Governor Garcia with 

State Board of Education Chairman Bob Schaffer.  Dr. Gianneschi has taught at the University of 

Denver and at the Community College of Aurora.   



 

A graduate of Manual High in the Denver Public Schools, Dr. Gianneschi holds Bachelor of Arts 

and Master of Arts degrees from the University of Denver and a Doctor of Philosophy degree 

from the Center for the Study of Higher Education at the University of Arizona. 

 

Dr. Gianneschi will join the Colorado Department of Higher Education in early February. 
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