


[bookmark: _GoBack]
[image: ]John Hickenlooper
Governor

Lieutenant Governor Joseph A. Garcia
Executive Director



1560 Broadway, Suite 1600
Denver, CO 80202





Release date: 			September 1, 2015

Request for Proposals:  	Improving Teacher Quality Grant 2015-2016
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), Title II, Part A
CFDA Number: 84.367

	GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE GRANT











FOCUS





















ELIGIBLE PROPOSALS & 
SELECTION
CRITERIA

































FOCUS AREA DETAIL






















































REQUIRED SECTIONS AND DOCUMENTS FOR PROPOSALS




























PROPOSAL AND APPLICATION DEADLINE: OCTOBER 5, 2015





GRANT PERIOD


NOTIFICATION

REPORTING AND AUDIT
















DHE CONTACT INFORMATION







	




	Improving Teacher Quality grants are authorized by the federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA; formerly known as NCLB), Title II, Part A and are administered through the Colorado Department of Higher Education (DHE). The purpose of the program is to increase academic achievement by improving teacher and principal quality. This program is carried out by: increasing the number of highly qualified teachers in classrooms; increasing the number of highly qualified principals and assistant principals in schools; and increasing the effectiveness of teachers and principals by holding LEAs and schools accountable for improvements in student academic achievement.  The focus of this year’s grants is to support ongoing initiatives at both DHE and the Colorado Department of Education (CDE) regarding, rural education, concurrent enrollment professional development and STEM discipline focus within the domain of educator preparation.  Three awards totaling approximately $629,000 will be made during the 2015-16 funding cycle. 


Research on statewide trends in educator preparation and development has identified several areas of critical need related to the k-20 academic environment throughout Colorado. For purposes of this request for proposals, these areas of focus are:

1.) Supporting the recruitment and retention of educators to rural public school districts throughout the state of Colorado at all levels and in all disciplines

2.) Enhancing professional development opportunities for educators interested in becoming qualified to provide concurrent enrollment instruction in their school location

3.) Supporting efforts to promote STEM education throughout all disciplines and grade levels through educator induction, paraprofessional or educator development and/or specialized professional development for existing educators

These specific areas of focus align with ongoing and specific initiatives within DHE and CDE and support national areas of emphasis as identified through the United States Department of Education, the funding originator for this program.  Proposals for this program should clearly align with one of the specified areas of focus.



Proposals should demonstrate how university faculty/staff will collaborate with local school districts and/or local education agencies to support one of the focus areas of this grant.  

Eligibility requirements have been established by the U.S. Department of Education.  Accordingly, all proposals must meet the following minimum requirements and must include the following: 

1. a public or private college or university authorized by the State of Colorado to prepare teachers, principals, and/or paraprofessionals; and 

2. a Colorado public school district 

Proposals will be evaluated using the following criteria:

· Needs Assessment – Proposals must identify a focused need based on one of the three focus areas and demonstrate how implementation of the program will address this need
· Number of Educators/Students Served or Supported – A suitable number of educators and/or students must be included within each proposal.  Individual cost indicators, based on a ratio of projected costs/projected number of students or educators served, must be specified within the proposal narrative.
· Impact on District and/or School Growth and Achievement– Proposals must include established processes to measure program impact on participating school or district growth and/or achievement.  Proposals should include:
1. an evaluation plan for demonstrating evidence of gains in district or school growth and achievement, and/or;
2. an evaluation plan for demonstrating changes in educators’ knowledge or skills that increased their effectiveness. 
These plans may include such items as pre- and post-analysis of educator work and perceptions, pre- and post-analysis of participant knowledge and skill sets, and work sampling. 

IHE’s and PI’s are permitted to submit multiple proposals.  Proposals for each focus area will be reviewed independently.

For each of the following focus areas, please note the following:

· Proposals must identify which focus area (1, 2 or 3) is being addressed and must address only one focus area.  Proposals addressing more than one focus area will be returned for revision.  

· Focus Area One - Supporting the recruitment and retention of educators to rural public school districts throughout the state of Colorado at all levels and in all disciplines
· Focus area one must include provisions to work with numerous educator preparation providers (both at institutions of higher education and alternative providers) throughout the state of Colorado in efforts to build and strengthen recruiting pipelines for educators to rural school districts.  It is also expected that the awarded proposal will include provisions to staff a position at the IHE focused on the establishment of a network for the recruitment of educators for rural districts in all regions of the state.  Identification of rural districts has been developed by the Colorado Department of Education and can be found at: http://www.cde.state.co.us/ruraledcouncil/rural_definition_spreadsheet .  

· Focus Area Two - Enhancing professional development opportunities for educators interested in becoming qualified to provide concurrent enrollment instruction in their school location
· Focus area two must outline processes designed to increase the number of
qualified concurrent enrollment (CE) instructors in Colorado public secondary schools in either a core academic area (English, math, science or social studies) or an academic discipline that aligns to offerings at IHEs throughout Colorado (e.g. art, music, kinesiology etc.).  

A maximum of two preferential points will be provided to programs that support CE professional development at one or more of the following GEAR UP participating schools: 

· Adams City High School (Adams 14), Alamosa High School (Alamosa RE-11J), Aurora Central High School (APS), Rangeview High School (APS), Sierra High School (Harrison 2), Centauri High School (North Conejos RE-1J), JFK High School (DPS), South High School (DPS), West Leadership Academy (DPS), Fort Morgan High School (Fort Morgan RE-3), Northridge High School (Greeley 6), Alameda High School (JeffCo), Wheat Ridge High School (JeffCo), Lamar High School (Lamar RE-2), La Junta Senior High School (East Otero R-1), Pueblo East High School (Pueblo 60). 

For this proposal, qualifications for CE instructors should align to guidelines developed by the Higher Learning Commission regarding academic qualifications for faculty.  For this focus area, funds may be used to offset tuition costs for licensed educators at identified IHEs.   

· Focus Area Three - Supporting efforts to promote STEM education throughout all disciplines and grade levels through educator induction, paraprofessional or educator development and/or specialized professional development for existing educators.
· Focus area three supports ongoing professional development in the STEM disciplines for existing educators.  Awarded proposals will provide specific details regarding assessing program effectiveness and ensuring maximum teacher and student reach through developed activities.   

1. Abstract: a project abstract of not more than 250 words.
2. Project Description: a description of proposed objectives and activities and how they relate to each other; a timeline; partners and participants; the project’s research design/evaluation plan for demonstrating student growth and participant outcomes; and demonstration of need for the project (such as a needs assessment or letters of support from the partnering organizations and letters from the superintendent of the involved school district(s) that attest to the need for the project and willingness to participate). Be sure this section is in line with the Selection Criteria and Preferences (above).

3. Budget: a completed budget form (Attached); an explanation of how budget items are associated with project objectives; budget percentage for each partner; and a breakdown of salary costs by hour and rate (faculty charges for work performed are allowable at no more than the institution’s base salary rate).  The proposed budget should not exceed $210,000. Indirect costs are limited to eight percent of direct costs.  

4. Completed Transmittal Form (Attached).

5. Completed Certificate of Assurances (Attached): signed/emailed by the academic vice president/CAO of the college or university.

6. Vita(e) (in Appendix): proposals should include one-page vitae for the project director and key project staff.

Proposals cannot exceed ten double-spaced pages (not including vitas, budgets, and letters from partners, which may be included in an appendix).  Proposals exceeding this page limit will be returned for revision.



Proposals must be submitted by the higher education institution’s academic vice president/CAO to the Colorado Department of Higher Education by 12:00 PM, October 5, 2015.  All proposals need to be submitted electronically to: robert.mitchell@dhe.state.co.us with the heading “2014-15 ESEA Proposal” in the subject line.

The nature and scope of the proposed project will determine the size of the award. DHE may reduce proposed budgets or impose additional special conditions to any funded project or both. 

The funding period for these grants will be November 1, 2015 THROUGH December 31, 2016.  A six-month, no-cost extension is permissible.  

The Department will notify the selected grant recipients by OCTOBER 23, 2015.

Grantees may be required (per 2 CFR Part 170) to report grantee subaward information and compensation of the top five most highly compensated executives to the FFATA Subaward Reporting System (FSRS.gov) for posting on USASpending.gov. Also, a desk audit will be performed every four months throughout the life of the grant and may include an on-site visit. The director of each project selected for funding will complete a final performance report demonstrating any effect on student growth and achievement, increase in effectiveness of participants, and increase in the equitable distribution of effective educators.  A spreadsheet template will be provided by Colorado Department of Higher Education for this final performance report. Also, a final accounting report is required. The financial records of each funded project shall be made available for inspection or audit on reasonable notice from DHE.  

Additionally, the project director (or his/her designee) may be required to attend or participate in project-end meeting with the representatives from the Colorado Department of Higher Education to review program effectiveness and recommendations for further action  


Questions regarding the RFP may be addressed to:
Robert.Mitchell@dhe.state.co.us, Title II-A Grant Coordinator.



Colorado Department of Higher Education
1560 Broadway, Suite 1600 Denver, CO 80202
Office: (303) 862-3006

	
	
	

	
	
	




	2015-2016 ESEA, Improving Teacher Quality Grant
Transmittal Form

	Project Title:

Name of institution:

	Estimated Number of Participants (please specify the number of administrators, teachers, paraprofessionals and/or students impacted by the proposed program):

	Project Start Date:   

Project End Date: December 31, 2016
	Proposed Project Total Budget: $

	Project Director Name:


	Project Director e-mail:


	Project Director Address (city, state, zip)




	Project Director Telephone

	Fax

	Name and e-mail of Chief Academic Officer



	Fiscal Contact Responsible for Grant (Must be employed by applicant)
Name:
	

Title:

	Fiscal Contact Address (city, state, zip)




	Fiscal Contact Telephone

	Fax

	Fiscal Contact e-mail


	Extension:


	

For
DHE
Use Only
	Action Taken:
    a.  Awarded

    b.  Rejected

    c.  Returned for Amendment

    d.  Withdrawn
	Funding:


	
	
	Improving Teacher Quality Grant Amount Awarded
	$




	
2015-2016 ESEA Improving Teacher Quality Grant
Certificate of Assurances


	Project Title:



	The Certificate of Assurances must be completed by the Chief Academic Officer of the institution or nonprofit organization applying for the ESEA Improving Teacher Quality Grant.

I hereby provide assurances to the Colorado Department of Higher Education that if this institution/nonprofit organization receives a grant under the terms of the ESEA Improving Teacher Quality, it will:

1)   Conduct the activities as described in this proposal;

2)   Provide institutional/organization funding and resources as stated in this application;

3)  Comply with state requirements regarding the audit of a grant-funded program and supply DHE with a copy of the audit report and any findings for each fiscal year in which those grant monies were expended within 60 days of the completion of the audit;

4)   Keep all records necessary for fiscal and program auditing and give DHE, the Federal Agency, or the State Auditor access to and the right to examine all records, books, papers, or documents, related to this grant;

5)   Retain all fiscal records for a period of five years;

6)   Comply with all regulations and requirements of the ESEA grant;

7)  Comply with the administrative procedures and fiscal guidelines of DHE and the United States Department of Education, including submission of final performance reports;

8)   Use grant funds to supplement, and not supplant, funds from non-federal sources;

9) Comply with Title IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 USC 2000d) prohibiting employment   
    discriminatory practices will result in unequal treatment of persons who are or should be benefiting    
    from the grant aided activity; and

11) Ensure equitable participation of faculty from non-public schools to the extent feasible.



Institution


Name/Title of Chief Academic Officer

*The Chief Academic Officer’s email to DHE with this completed proposal attached will serve as an electronic signature and date.
Signature/Date


	




	
2015-2016 ESEA Improving Teacher Quality Grant
NPO Demonstrated Effectiveness Document


	Project Title:



	Under federal regulations, each nonprofit organization (NPO) that applies for an ESEA Improving Teacher Quality Grant must furnish the following written evidence:  1) past demonstrated effectiveness in providing professional development for teachers, 2) financial stability as outlined below, and 3) have a partner institution of higher education with an approved educator preparation program.

1)  Documentation of Past Effectiveness

a)  Name of Project

b)  Dates of Operation

c)  City/State of Operation

d)  Number of Participants

e)  One-Page Summary of Course/Workshop Content and Activities

f)  Evidence of Project Outcomes, e.g., such as a final evaluation report of project effectiveness or documentation of improved student outcomes based on educator participation in the project

2)  Documentation of Financial Stability

a)  Complete Copy of Organization’s most recent independently reviewed financial statement

b)  Evidence of nonprofit corporate status from the Colorado Secretary of State



I hereby provide assurances that the attached evidence accurately reflects the fiscal stability ad demonstrated effectiveness of this organization.



Organization



Name of Chief Officer


An e-mail to DHE with this complete form from the above named individual may be used in place of a handwritten signature.
Signature/Date






Instructions for Completing the Budget Request Form

Please use these instructions as a guide for completing the Budget Request form.  If you have any questions while developing your budget, please contact robert,mitchell@dhe.state.co.us or 303-862-3006. 

Double-click on a cell to initiate spreadsheet features. Formulas for all “totals,” “sub-totals,” and “total budget as percentage” are already built into the spreadsheet and will automatically adjust as you enter figures.  If it is necessary for you to add rows to the spreadsheet, please contact DHE for assistance.

The following steps are required to complete the Budget Request Form:

1.  	Enter the title of the grant project (cell C1). 

2.	Enter the names of the partnering school districts, partnering institutions of higher education, the names of the partnering individual schools and/or partnering organization and a description of the how the organization is involved in the project proposal.  

Note:  Partner A will be designated as the primary partner and fiscal agent. Partner B will probably be a local education agency.  Note also that no single partner may use more than 50 percent of the total revenues of a particular grant.  This provision focuses not on which partner receives the funds, but on which partner directly benefits from them. 

3.	Enter the names of persons involved in the project and enter the budget amount that will be allocated to each in the appropriate partner column.  The total must add up to the budget amount requested.  

4.	Enter the amount requested for equipment.  Note:  All equipment purchased must stay with the teacher participants, partner school or partner district.  

5. 	If student stipends/scholarships are offered, please indicate this in the grant project partners section and name it as such.   DHE will not require a list of stipend/scholarship recipients; however, the stipend recipients must be included in the final report.
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Grant Project Title:

Organization Name

Partner A Primary

Partner B

Partner C

Partner D

Partner E

Partner F

A B C E F

Total                      

(Must Equal 

Amount 

Request)

Direct or 

Indirect 

(Click to 

Select)

- $            Direct

- $            Direct

- $            Direct

- $            Direct

- $            Direct

- $            Direct

Fringe Benefits - $            Direct

- $            Direct

Travel - $            Direct

- $            Direct

- $            Direct

- $            Direct

- $            Direct

- $            Direct

Contractual - $            Direct

- $            Direct

- $            Direct

- $            Direct

Other - $            Direct

- $            Direct

- $                           

$0 $0 $0 $0 $0 - $           

Direct Costs $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Indirect Costs (not to 

exceed 8%) $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Indirect Percentage #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0!

Section 1

Section 2

Percentage of Total Budget #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0!



Description of Organization



Grant Project 

Partners:



Sub-total

Student Stipends     (if 

applicable)

Supplies and 

Materials



Equipment over $5,000

Budget Category and Description

Amount 

Requested

Amount of Budget Request to Grant Project Partners, by Partner                                                 

(As Identified In Section 1)

Personnel (list by 

name and title)


Microsoft_Excel_97-2003_Worksheet1.xls
Budget Form

				Grant Project Title:

								Organization Name		Description of Organization

		Section 1		Grant Project Partners:		Partner A																Primary

						Partner B

						Partner C

						Partner D

						Partner E

						Partner F

				Budget Category and Description				Amount Requested		Amount of Budget Request to Grant Project Partners, by Partner                                                 (As Identified In Section 1)

		Section 2								A		B		C		E		F		Total                      (Must Equal Amount Request)		Direct or Indirect (Click to Select)

				Personnel (list by name and title)																$   - 0		Direct								Direct

																				$   - 0		Direct								Indirect

																				$   - 0		Direct

																				$   - 0		Direct

																				$   - 0		Direct

																				$   - 0		Direct

				Fringe Benefits																$   - 0		Direct

																				$   - 0		Direct

				Travel																$   - 0		Direct

																				$   - 0		Direct

				Equipment over $5,000																$   - 0		Direct

																				$   - 0		Direct

				Supplies and Materials																$   - 0		Direct

																				$   - 0		Direct

				Contractual																$   - 0		Direct

																				$   - 0		Direct

				Student Stipends     (if applicable)																$   - 0		Direct

																				$   - 0		Direct

				Other																$   - 0		Direct

																				$   - 0		Direct

				Sub-total				$   - 0		$0		$0		$0		$0		$0		$   - 0

								Direct Costs		$0		$0		$0		$0		$0		$0

								Indirect Costs (not to exceed 8%)		$0		$0		$0		$0		$0		$0

								Indirect Percentage		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%

				Percentage of Total Budget						0%		0%		0%		0%		0%



&CTitle II, Part A
No Child Left Behind - Improving Teacher Quality
2006-2007 Budget Request Form



Instructions

		Colorado Commission on Higher Education

		No Child Left Behind, Improving Teacher Quality Title II, Part A

		Instructions for Completing the NCLB Budget Request Form

		Please use these instructions as a guide for completing the NCLB Budget Request form.  The form was recently amended to help comply with the US Department of Education’s 50% Rule (see page 3 of RFP for definition).  If you have any questions while develop

		Formulas for all “totals”, “sub-totals”, and “total budget as percentage” are already built into the spreadsheet and will automatically adjust as you enter figures.  If it is necessary for you to add rows to the spreadsheet, please contact CCHE for assist

		The following steps are required to complete the NCLB Budget Request Form.

		1.   Enter the title of the grant project (cell C1).

		2. Enter the names of the partnering school districts, partnering institutions of higher education, the names of the partnering individual schools and/or partnering organization and a description of the how the organization is involved in the project prop

		Note:  Partner A will be designated as the primary partner and fiscal agent.

		3. Enter the names of persons involved in the project and enter the budget amount that will be allocated each in the appropriate partner column.  The total must add up to the budget amount  requested.

		4. Enter the amount requested for equipment.  Note:  All equipment purchased must stay with teacher participants, partner school or partner district.

		5. If student stipends/scholarships are offered, please indicate this in the grant project partners section and name it as such.  CCHE will not require a list of stipend/scholarship recipients on the budget form, however, the stipend recipients must be in
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