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TOPIC: APPROVAL OF FEE STRUCTURE FOR REVIEW OF 

gtPATHWAYS COURSES AT NONPUBLIC INSTITUTIONS 

 

PREPARED BY: DR. IAN MACGILLIVRAY 

 

 

I. SUMMARY    

 

This action item recommends approval of the attached fee structure for the review of gtPathways 

courses submitted by private and proprietary institutions of higher education for participation in 

the statewide gtPathways program. 

 

 

II. BACKGROUND 

 

Senate Bill 10-108 directs DHE to accept gtPathways course submissions from nonpublic 

institutions of higher education for inclusion in the state gtPathways program and to recover 

direct and indirect costs incurred by the department for the review. Specifically, S.B. 10-108 

states, 

 

The nonpublic institution of higher education shall submit to the department a 

description of its core course requirements with the initial review fee…and the 

department shall determine whether the nonpublic institution’s core course 

requirements comply with the department’s general education course guidelines 

[§23-1-125(5)(a)(II) C.R.S.]…The department may assess a fee…to offset the 

costs of the annual review [§23-1-125(5)(b) C.R.S.]… The commission, in 

consultation with the department, shall establish the amounts of the initial review 

fee and the annual review fee of a nonpublic institution of higher education’s 

general education core course requirements and core courses, which amounts 

shall not exceed the direct and indirect costs incurred by the department in 

initially reviewing and in annually reviewing the nonpublic institution’s general 

education core course requirements and core courses. The department is 

authorized to collect the fees from nonpublic institutions of higher education 

[§23-1-125(5)(c) C.R.S.] 

 

The attached proposed “Fee Structure for Review of Private Courses” (dated 8/17/2011) shows, 

in detail, how DHE staff arrived at a fee structure for the review of courses submitted by non-

public institutions.  

 

The first table in the attachment shows the total average costs incurred by the department per 

review cycle. These costs may be split proportionally between all institutions submitting 

coursework; the nonpublic institutions will pay their proportional share.  
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The second table shows the costs incurred by the department for the review of the first course in 

one discipline (e.g., the first mathematics course). If multiple institutions submit a mathematics 

course, this cost will be split among those institutions; the nonpublic institutions will pay their 

proportional share of the review.  

 

The third table shows the costs incurred by the department for each additional course within a 

discipline for nonpublic institutions. These costs take into account DHE staff time and materials, 

faculty reviewer salary and benefits, travel reimbursement, meals, and overhead. 

 

The attached memorandum to “Colorado Institutions of Higher Education Academic 

Community” presents the background of S.B. 10-108 (same as that above) and briefly explains 

the proposed fee structure. Four members of GE Council were consulted in the construction of 

this proposed fee structure and agree it is accurate. 

 

III. STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

That the Commission approves the attached proposed Fee Structure for Review of Private 

Courses 

 

 

VI. SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 

 

Copies of all relevant statute are on file in the Academic Affairs Office. 

 

VII. STATUTORY AUTHORITY 

 
§23-1-125(5) 

§23-2-104(2)(a) 

 


