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Executive Summary

The Regional Transportation District (RTD) conducted a major investment study (MIS) from 1997 — 1999
for the West Corridor which developed the locally preferred alternative to provide light rail service from
Jefferson County to Denver Union Station. An environmental impact statement (EIS) was conducted
between 2001 — 2004 and Auraria Higher Education Center (AHEC) staff was involved in public meetings.
After the 2004 vote on FasTracks, final design began on the West Corridor and occurred between 2005 —
2008. Auraria staff has been actively involved with this project during design and met regularly with RTD
staff to discuss the project starting in 2007.

In early 2009, AHEC received notices from RTD about parcels it would need to acquire to build the West
Corridor project. Once this notice was received, AHEC staff and RTD started meeting regularly to discuss
these parcels and the design of the relocated Auraria West light rail station.

Work on the Auraria Campus related to the West Corridor project includes the following:

e Relocate Auraria West light rail station 500 feet to the west and demolition of the existing
station

e Rebuild Curtis Street

e Relocate the Southeast/Southwest light rail line

e Build the West Corridor light rail tracks

e Rebuild 5" Street

e Relocate the Burnham Yard Lead (BYL)

Parcels were revised to address concerns raised by AHEC staff, and agreement on the property
transaction was reached in December 2010. The property transaction was presented to and approved
by the Auraria Board of Directors at their December 15, 2010 meeting. An Intergovernmental
Agreement (IGA) is being developed between AHEC and RTD to outline the property transaction.
Construction on the campus related to the West Corridor began on December 20, 2010 and will
continue through early fall 2011.



Property Transaction

The Auraria Campus is home to two of RTD’s light rail stations — the Colfax at Auraria station and the
Auraria West station. The Auraria West station is served by the Southeast and Southwest (SE/SW) light
rail lines and is currently located outside of the Administration Building. In order to accommodate the
West Corridor light rail, the existing station must be relocated to the west along with the existing light
rail tracks. This track relocation also requires that a portion of Curtis Street be relocated and that a
portion of 5™ Street be rebuilt to accommodate the new track crossing. Pedestrian access to the new
station will also need to be provided. Parking lots impacted by the RTD work includes Lots A, W, F and B
(seen on Exhibit C: Auraria Campus Parking Map). Due to the West Corridor project, the campus will
lose approximately 367 parking spaces.

The original SE/SW light rail line through the campus was done in 2000 and most of the track work is on
AHEC land. AHEC granted transit easements to RTD to operate their facilities. However, the land of the
Auraria West station was bought by RTD and remained in their ownership. Additionally, running parallel
to RTD’s light rail is the Burnham Yard Lead (BYL). The BYL is owned and controlled by Union Pacific
railroad and provides access for trains to their yard near the 10" and Osage light rail station. In order to
relocate the Auraria West light rail station, the BYL must also be relocated. RTD and Union Pacific are
jointly working on this relocation which is expected to be complete in spring 2011.

The parcels which were exchanged can be seen on Exhibit A: Property Impacts to the Auraria Campus.
The Parcel Tabulation below provides square footage information for each parcel involved in the
transaction. Parcels referred as ‘to AHEC’ are parcels that will come back to Auraria either in fee title or
with removal of existing transit easements and associated improvements.

Parcels referred to as ‘to RTD’ are parcels that AHEC will either convey in fee or by a transit or access
easement to RTD. The only parcels that are being transferred in fee are parcels 340-ARev1 and 340-
CRev1 which are for the new Curtis Street right-of-way. The City of Denver requires right-of-way to be
done via fee title and not an easement. However, there are two remnant parcels that Auraria will no
longer be able to access given the transit easements and so RTD will be receiving in fee title the parcels
known as R-340A and R-340B. The other parcels going to RTD will remain in AHEC’s ownership, but RTD
will be given easements to allow them to operate their light rail system over AHEC land.

In addition to the transfer of land, RTD has agreed to provide AHEC with two new surface parking lots
upon completion of the West Corridor project on AHEC land. These two new parking lots will result in
adding approximately 280 parking spots to the campus. This reduces the amount of permanently lost
parking to 87 spaces. To compliment the parking lots, a water detention facility will be built by RTD
between the relocated Curtis Street and SE/SW light rail tracks in what was Lot F to handle the required
detention for the parking lots as well as sizing it for future detention needs.

Many of the parcels going to RTD currently exist as parking lots with paved surfaces and some minor
landscaping. Many of the parcels going to AHEC currently exist as either train track or station area. It
should be noted that underneath Parcels UPRR 2 and UPRR3a, which will be given to AHEC, is a Qwest



fiber optic line. AHEC has been compensated in value for the potential future costs associated with
moving the fiber optic line by receiving more property than is going to RTD.

The following is a listing of each parcel involved in the property transaction with information about size,
ownership, improvements, location and future use.

To RTD

1. Parcel 340-ARevl = 27,593 sq ft
a. For new Curtis Street
b. Located in what was Parking Lot F
c. Transferred in fee title
2. Parcel 340-CRevl = 121 sq ft
a. For new Curtis Street
b. Located adjacent to existing Curtis Street, area is currently grass with some rock
c. Transferred in fee title
3. Parcel PE 340-DRev = 8,303 sq ft
a. Forthe SE/SW light rail tracks
b. Located in what was Parking Lot F
c. AHEC retains property, provides transit easement to RTD
4. Parcel PE 340Rev1 = 30,549 sq ft
a. For the SE/SW and West Corridor light rail tracks
b. Located in what was Parking Lot B
c. AHEC retains property, provides transit easement to RTD
5. Parcel PE 340-FRev = 3,917 sq ft
a. For light rail tracks and equipment
b. Located on an unused parcel
c. AHEC retains property, provides transit easement to RTD
6. Parcel PE 340-ERev = 2,394 sq ft
a. For light rail equipment
b. Located on Parking Lot W
c. AHEC retains property, provides transit easement to RTD
7. Parcel PE 340-G = 27 sq ft
a. For the light rail station
b. Located between Parking Lot A and current light rail fence, area is rock and curb
c. AHEC retains property, provides transit easement to RTD
8. Parcel PE 340-BRev = 1,371 sq ft
a. To allow pedestrian and vehicular access to the station area
b. Located in Parking Lot A (paved surface)
c. AHEC retains property, provides an access easement to RTD
9. Parcel PE 340-H =721 sq ft
a. To allow pedestrian access to the station area
b. Located in Parking Lot A (paved surface)



c. AHEC retains property, provides an access easement to RTD
10. Parcel R-340A = 5,451 sq ft

a. Located west of Parcel PE-340 Revl

b. RTD is purchasing this parcel since AHEC will no longer be able to access it
11. Parcel R-340B = 3,316 sq ft

a. Located south of Parcel PE-340 Rev1l

b. RTD is purchasing this parcel since AHEC will no longer be able to access it
12. Parcel PE 340-1 = 2,182 sq ft

a. To allow pedestrian access to the station area

b. Located on land currently occupied by light rail tracks

c. AHEC retains property, provides an access easement to RTD

To AHEC

1. Parcel A-5=41,831sq ft
a. RTD ownership
b. Currently the site of the Auraria West light rail station
c. Station to be demolished and used to create new Parking Lot 2 (as shown on Exhibit B)
d. Transferred in fee title
2. Parcel A-6Rev = 6,354 sq ft
a. Currently the site of light rail tracks
b. Existing transit easement to be vacated once the tracks are relocated
c. Will be used to create new Parking Lot 2 (as shown on Exhibit B)
3. Parcel B-2Rev = 5,900 sq ft
a. Currently the site of light rail tracks
b. Existing transit easement to be vacated once the tracks are relocated
c. Will be used to create new Parking Lot 2 (as shown on Exhibit B)
4. Parcel B-3=2,962sq ft
a. Track and station area just east of 5™ Street (connected to Parcel A-5)
b. Existing transit easement to be vacated once the tracks are relocated and the station
demolished
c. Will be used for pedestrian access to the campus
5. Parcel B-5Rev = 5,982 sq ft
a. Currently the site of light rail tracks
b. Existing transit easement to be vacated once the tracks are relocated
c. A portion of this parcel will have a new access only easement (Parcel PE 340-) to allow
pedestrians to get to the new light rail station
6. Parcel B-6Rev = 7,132 sq ft
a. Currently the site of light rail tracks
b. Existing transit easement to be vacated once the tracks are relocated
c. Provides additional land to the site of the Printing & Distribution Services building
7. Parcel D-1=1,477 sq ft



Currently allows RTD access to the tracks through Parking Lot A

Existing transit easement to be vacated and a larger access easement will be granted to
RTD to the north of this parcel to allow pedestrian and maintenance vehicles access to
the station area

8. Parcel UPRR 2Rev = 18,726 sq ft

a.
b.

d.

Currently the site of the BYL tracks

RTD will buy this land and convey it to AHEC upon the railroad’s acceptance of the new
BYL

Has a Qwest fiber optic line running underneath the property that is not being relocated
and may inhibit future vertical development on the site

Will be used to create new Parking Lot 2 (as shown on Exhibit B)

9. Parcel UPRR 3aRev = 8,679 sq ft

a.
b.

d.

Currently the site of the BYL tracks

RTD will buy this land and convey it to AHEC upon the railroad’s acceptance of the new
BYL

Has a Qwest fiber optic line running underneath the property that is not being relocated
and may inhibit future vertical development on the site

Will be used to create new Parking Lot 1 (as shown on Exhibit B)

RTD and AHEC are completing an intergovernmental agreement (IGA) outlining the parcel transaction

and various responsibilities. This property transaction was presented and approved by the Auraria
Board of Directors at their December 15, 2010 meeting.

It is expected that a majority of the West Corridor work will take place between December 20, 2010 and

August 2011. The new Auraria West light rail station should be operational in time for fall semester

2011 classes. The two new parking lots will be built upon removal of the existing station and tracks, and
will likely be turned over to AHEC in the fall 2011.



PARCEL TABULATION

TO AHEC TO RTD
No. S.F. AC. No. S.F. AC. COMMENTS
340-ARevl1 27,593 | 0.633 | Proposed Curtis St ROW - Al
340-CRev1 121 | 0.003 | Proposed Curtis St ROW - A2
A-5 41,831 | 0.960
Rec#9400050468 north of
A-6Rev 6,354 | 0.146 design
PE 340-DRev 8,303 | 0.191 | Transit Easement - B1
Transit Easement to be
B-2Rev 5,900 | 0.135 vacated
Transit Easement to be
B-3 2,962 | 0.068 vacated
PE 340Rev1 30,549 | 0.701 | Transit Easement - B4
Transit Easement to be
vacated reserving subsurface
rights until construction is
completed. Includes area for
B-5Rev 5,982 | 0.137 PE 340-I|
Transit Easement to be
vacated reserving subsurface
rights until construction is
B-6Rev 7,132 | 0.164 completed.
PE 340-FRev 3,917 | 0.090 | Transit Easement - B7
PE 340-ERev 2,394 | 0.055 | Transit Easement - B8
PE 340-G 27 | 0.001 | Transit Easement - B9
PE 340-BRev 1,371 | 0.031 | Access Easement - D1
PE 340-H 721 | 0.017 | Access Easement - D2
Transit Easement to be
D-1 1,477 | 0.034 vacated
UPRR 2Rev 18726 | 0.430 Old Burnham Lead
UPRR 3aRev 8679 | 0.199 Old Burnham Lead
R-340A 5,451 | 0.125
R-340B 3,316 | 0.076
PE 340-I 2,182 | 0.050 | Access Easement
TOTAL AREA 99,043 | 2.273 85,945 | 1.973
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Exhibit C: Auraria Campus Parking Map
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Visitor parking is located off the Auraria Parkway at
9th and Walnut Street in the Tivoli Auraria Parking
Structure (TAPS) with the entry northeast of the

Tivoli Student Union. The rate is $1.50 per half-hour

D e NO IN AND OUT PARKING ALLOWED
(except in Lot E: see attendant for details).

e Quarters or dollars ($1, $5 or $10 only) accepted.

* Reserved for permit holders only prior to

¢ Place the parking receipt face-up on the 5:00 p.m. After 5:00 p.m. on weekdays and

dashboard, so the number and date stamp
are visible from outside the vehicle.

all day on weekends, daily-fee rates apply.
A night-only permit is available for Lot M.

4 EXCEPTION: Lot G may be used after 5:00 p.m.
by paying Lot E daily fee to parking attendant
or pay station.

e Display only the receipt purchased for the
current day.

e |f lot is unattended, use quarters or bills
($1, $5 or $10 only) in the machine.

e Campus ID is required to park in Lot R.
Permit available for parking after 4 p.m. This permit
can be customized for any day of the week. A great

deal for night students coming to class from work.

* Report machine malfunctions immediately to
Parking Services, (303) 556-2000, to avoid
being ticketed.

e Carpool rates are available in Lot E ($2.50),
and Lot R ($4.50). Two or more persons of
driving age must be in the vehicle to be eligible <
for the carpool rate.

¢ Faculty/Staff business-related in-and-out passes
are available. Please contact Parking Services at
(303) 556-2003 for more information.

e Lot H upper lot $1.50 per half hour or $5.50 all
day. Lower section $4.50 all day.

In Lots A, B, & W the EZ Street pass allows in-and-
out privileges and can be prepaid for the semester
in cash or by a monthly charge to your credit card.
With the pass, you may park in either Lot A, B, or W.
The pass is valid only in A, B, & W and in-and-out
parking is subject to availability.

WEB SERVICES

Parking citations may be paid on the web from the parking link @ www.ahec.edu/parking. The Parking Services
web pages provide a list of campus projects funded with the parking reserves. Click on the "About Us" tab on the

Parking Services home page to link to the information. Low emission vehicles that qualify for the green parking permit
are also listed on the Parking Services home page. A comprehensive version of the parking guide including the map
is available online.

&

with a $10.00 maximum. Alternate rate structure
may apply for designated special events. With a
student, faculty or staff ID, the maximum is $8.00.

Disabled-accessible meter have a maximum time
limit of four hours at a rate of $1.00 per hour

o Meters: $2.00 per hour (quarters, dimes and
nickels accepted).

e Lot N accepts $1, $5 and $10. All-Day Parking
available for $5.50.

e Four-hour limit on meters.

e Meters are enforced 24 hours a day, Monday
through Saturday, excluding New Year’s Day,
Memorial Day, July 4th, Labor Day,
Thanksgiving Day and during winter break,
Dec. 24, 2010-Jan. 3, 2011.

e Report machine malfunctions immediately
to Parking Services. (303) 556-2000, to avoid
a citation.
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