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l. SUMMARY

C.R.S. 23-1-127 authorizes specified colleges to function as Regional Education Providers. As
Regional Education Providers, these schools will:

“have as their primary goal the assessment of regional educational needs and, in
consultation with the Colorado Commission on Higher Education, the allocation
of resources for the purposes of meeting those needs” (C. R. S. 23-1-127).

In 2003 the Commission approved the policy Section 1V: Extended Studies; Part F: Regional
Education Provider. Within that policy the geographical regions for each of the four Regional
Education Providers is defined. Adams State College’s geographical region includes Pueblo
County, the location of Colorado State University - Pueblo. Although the inclusion of Pueblo
County in Adams State College’s geographical region does not restrict Colorado State University
— Pueblo from offering an approved CCHE academic program on a cash-funded basis or a CCHE
approved off-campus state-funded program in the county, the policy does require that Colorado
State University — Pueblo notify Adams State College prior to offering such a program.

Colorado State University — Pueblo and Adams State College have requested that Pueblo County
be removed from Adams State College’s Regional Education Provider geographical region. This
change in geographical region will not result in any discontinuation of programs or services in
Pueblo County, nor will the change restrict any public institution from offering a Commission
approved off campus program in Pueblo County.

Staff recommend that the Commission approve the modification to remove Pueblo County from

the geographic region of Adams State College in CCHE Policy Section IV: Extended Studies;
Part F: Regional Education Provider.

1. STAFFE ANALYSIS

Adopted in 2003, one aspect of the Regional Education Provider policy determined the
geographical regions of the four Regional Education Providers (Adams State College, Ft. Lewis
College, Mesa State College, and Western State College). The Regional Education Provider
Policy required that the Commission determine the geographic regions by considering the
regional origin of institutional enrollments; political and economic regions as defined by existing
governmental entities; “common sense” boundaries that reflect tradition, geography, and
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distance; and the current capacity and past performance of institutions to serve off-campus
constituents in a given area. The purpose of these boundaries is threefold: to assign primary
responsibility to a particular REP to survey the educational needs of an area and, where feasible,
to meet those needs through its own programs or with the programs of other appropriate public
institutions; to eliminate unnecessary educational duplication; and to assist the interested public
in identifying which REP it should approach to communicate its educational needs or concerns.

Policy requires that any other public institution offering off campus or cash funded programs in a
geographic region that is not their own shall notify the regional education provider in a timely
manner. The inclusion of Pueblo County in the Adams State College geographical service area
adds an unreasonable burden of notification to any off campus or cash funded program proposed
by Colorado State University — Pueblo.

Adams State College and Colorado State University — Pueblo have requested that Pueblo County
be removed from Adams State College’s geographical region. This change in geographical
region will not result in any discontinuation of programs or services offered by Adams State
College in Pueblo County, nor will the change restrict Adams State College from offering
approved off campus programs in Pueblo County.

1. STAFF RECOMMENDATION

That the Commission approve the removal of Pueblo County from Adams State College’s
geographical region defined in Commission approved policy Section 1V: Extended Studies;
Part F: Regional Education Provider.

C.R.S. 23-1-127.
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