
Below is an example of how the new ethnicity collection will be done in SURDS.  These field additions 
will apply to the ENROLLMENT, UNDERGRADUATE APPLICANT, DEGREES AWARDED, FINANCIAL AID, 
AND TEACHER ED data files. 

Field # 
/Starting 
Position 

Field Name Field Definitions/Descriptions 

This varies 
by file 

Ethnicity American 
Indian or Alaska 
Native 

Definition: A flag that indicates whether a student specified this ethnicity as 
describing themselves  
 
Codes/Notes: This is a yes/no field signifying the selection of ethnicity 
categories.  “1” specifies a “yes” response and “0” specifies a “no” response 
 
Missing Value: Does not apply; field must be completed. 
 
Edit Specs:  
Error if blank 
Error if not 1 or 0 
 
Format: Numeric, 1 place integer 

 Ethnicity Asian Definition: A flag that indicates whether a student specified this ethnicity as 
describing themselves  
 
Codes/Notes: This is a yes/no field signifying the selection of ethnicity 
categories.  “1” specifies a “yes” response and “0” specifies a “no” response 
 
Missing Value: Does not apply; field must be completed. 
 
Edit Specs:  
Error if blank 
Error if not 1 or 0 
 
Format: Numeric, 1 place integer 

 Ethnicity Black or 
African American 

Definition: A flag that indicates whether a student specified this ethnicity as 
describing themselves  
 
Codes/Notes: This is a yes/no field signifying the selection of ethnicity 
categories.  “1” specifies a “yes” response and “0” specifies a “no” response 
 
Missing Value: Does not apply; field must be completed. 
 
Edit Specs:  
Error if blank 
Error if not 1 or 0 
 
Format: Numeric, 1 place integer 

 Ethnicity 
Hispanic/Latino 

Definition: A flag that indicates whether a student specified this ethnicity as 
describing themselves  



 
Codes/Notes: This is a yes/no field signifying the selection of ethnicity 
categories.  “1” specifies a “yes” response and “0” specifies a “no” response 
 
Missing Value: Does not apply; field must be completed. 
 
Edit Specs:  
Error if blank 
Error if not 1 or 0 
 
Format: Numeric, 1 place integer 

 Ethnicity Native 
Hawaiian or Other 
Pacific Islander 

Definition: A flag that indicates whether a student specified this ethnicity as 
describing themselves  
 
Codes/Notes: This is a yes/no field signifying the selection of ethnicity 
categories.  “1” specifies a “yes” response and “0” specifies a “no” response 
 
Missing Value: Does not apply; field must be completed. 
 
Edit Specs:  
Error if blank 
Error if not 1 or 0 
 
Format: Numeric, 1 place integer 

 Ethnicity White Definition: A flag that indicates whether a student specified this ethnicity as 
describing themselves  
 
Codes/Notes: This is a yes/no field signifying the selection of ethnicity 
categories.  “1” specifies a “yes” response and “0” specifies a “no” response 
 
Missing Value: Does not apply; field must be completed. 
 
Edit Specs:  
Error if blank 
Error if not 1 or 0 
 
Format: Numeric, 1 place integer 

 


