
CORE Initiative text from HOUSE BILL 21-1330 

SECTION 6. In Colorado Revised Statutes, add 23-1-131.5 as follows:  

23-1-131.5. Commission directive - Colorado re-engaged (CORE) 
initiative - four-year institutions - associate degrees - report - definitions. (1) 
AS USED IN THIS SECTION, UNLESS THE CONTEXT OTHERWISE REQUIRES:  

(a) "COLORADO RE-ENGAGED INITIATIVE" OR "CORE INITIATIVE" MEANS 
THE INITIATIVE CREATED IN THIS SECTION TO AUTHORIZE INSTITUTIONS TO 
AWARD ASSOCIATE DEGREES TO ELIGIBLE STUDENTS.  

(b) "ELIGIBLE STUDENT" MEANS AN UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT WHO 
MEETS THE CRITERIA SPECIFIED IN SUBSECTION (5) OF THIS SECTION.  

(c) "INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION" OR "INSTITUTION" MEANS A 
LOCAL DISTRICT COLLEGE OPERATING PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 71 OF THIS TITLE 
23 OR A STATE INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION AS DEFINED IN SECTION 
23-18-102 (10)(a), BUT NOT INCLUDING AN INSTITUTION GOVERNED BY THE 
STATE BOARD FOR COMMUNITY COLLEGES AND OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION.  
 

  

(2) THERE IS CREATED IN THE DEPARTMENT THE COLORADO RE-
ENGAGED, OR CORE, INITIATIVE TO AUTHORIZE INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION TO AWARD ASSOCIATE DEGREES, NOTWITHSTANDING AN 
INSTITUTION'S ROLE AND MISSION, TO ELIGIBLE STUDENTS WHO ENROLL IN 
BACCALAUREATE DEGREE PROGRAMS AND EARN AT LEAST SEVENTY CREDIT 
HOURS IN THE PROGRAMS, BUT WITHDRAW FROM THE INSTITUTIONS BEFORE 
ATTAINING THE BACCALAUREATE DEGREE. THE GOAL OF AWARDING AN 
ASSOCIATE DEGREE THROUGH THE CORE INITIATIVE IS TO INCREASE A 
STUDENT'S EARNING POTENTIAL BY GRANTING THE STUDENT A DEGREE, 
MAKING IT MORE LIKELY THE STUDENT WILL RE-ENROLL AND COMPLETE A 
BACCALAUREATE DEGREE OR HIGHER.  
 

  

(3) THE COMMISSION SHALL COLLABORATE WITH THE INSTITUTIONS OF 
HIGHER EDUCATION TO DEVELOP AND COORDINATE A PROCESS TO IDENTIFY 
ELIGIBLE STUDENTS AND AWARD ASSOCIATE DEGREES THROUGH THE CORE 
INITIATIVE. To IMPLEMENT THE CORE INITIATIVE, THE ROLE OF THE 
DEPARTMENT IS TO:  

(a) PUBLICIZE THE CORE INITIATIVE, INCLUDING THE ELIGIBILITY 
REQUIREMENTS THAT A STUDENT MUST MEET TO OBTAIN AN ASSOCIATE 
DEGREE THROUGH THE CORE INITIATIVE AS DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (5) OF 
THIS SECTION; AND  

(b) WORK WITH THE INSTITUTIONS TO IDENTIFY ELIGIBLE STUDENTS 
AND NOTIFY THOSE ELIGIBLE STUDENTS OF THEIR ELIGIBILITY TO OBTAIN AN 
ASSOCIATE DEGREE THROUGH THE CORE INITIATIVE AND THE PROCESS FOR 
DOING SO.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



(4) (a) THE ROLE OF AN INSTITUTION THAT CHOOSES TO PARTICIPATE IN 
THE CORE INITIATIVE IS LIMITED TO:  

(I) PROVIDING TO THE DEPARTMENT CONTACT INFORMATION FOR 
ELIGIBLE STUDENTS, IF AVAILABLE;  

(II) DETERMINING WHETHER AN ELIGIBLE STUDENT QUALIFIES FOR AN 
ASSOCIATE DEGREE BASED ON EARNED CREDITS AND COURSES TAKEN;  

(III) ISSUING AN ASSOCIATE DEGREE UPON THE REQUEST OF AN 
ELIGIBLE STUDENT AND ADVISING THE STUDENT OF OPPORTUNITIES TO RE-
ENROLL AT THE INSTITUTION TO COMPLETE THE BACCALAUREATE DEGREE 
PROGRAM; AND  

(IV) SUBMITTING TO THE DEPARTMENT THE INFORMATION DESCRIBED 
IN SUBSECTION (6) OF THIS SECTION.  

(b) AN INSTITUTION THAT CHOOSES TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CORE 
INITIATIVE MUST OBTAIN APPROVAL FROM THE INSTITUTION'S ACCREDITING 
AGENCY TO GRANT ASSOCIATE DEGREES THROUGH THE CORE INITIATIVE. AN 
INSTITUTION MAY AWARD AN ASSOCIATE DEGREE TO AN ELIGIBLE STUDENT 
THROUGH THE CORE INITIATIVE FOR UP TO TEN ACADEMIC YEARS AFTER THE 
LAST SEMESTER IN WHICH THE ELIGIBLE STUDENT ENROLLED AT THE 
INSTITUTION.  

(c) AN INSTITUTION THAT CHOOSES TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CORE 
INITIATIVE SHALL NOT ALLOW A STUDENT TO ENROLL IN THE INSTITUTION TO 
OBTAIN AN ASSOCIATE DEGREE AND SHALL NOT OFFER PROGRAMS THAT ARE 
DESIGNED TO LEAD TO ASSOCIATE DEGREES; EXCEPT THAT THIS SUBSECTION 
(4)(c) DOES NOT APPLY TO A LOCAL DISTRICT COLLEGE, ADAMS STATE 
UNIVERSITY, FORT LEWIS COLLEGE WITH REGARD TO THE AUTHORITY GRANTED 
IN SECTION 23-52-101 (2)(a), AND COLORADO MESA UNIVERSITY. THE 
ASSOCIATE DEGREES ISSUED BY INSTITUTIONS THROUGH THE CORE INITIATIVE 
SHALL NOT BE CONSIDERED IN DETERMINING AN INSTITUTION'S FUNDING 
PURSUANT TO PART 3 OF ARTICLE 18 OF THIS TITLE 23.  
 

  

(5) (a) To RECEIVE AN ASSOCIATE DEGREE THROUGH THE CORE 
INITIATIVE, A STUDENT MUST:  

(I) NOT HAVE TRANSFERRED TO THE INSTITUTION DIRECTLY FROM AN 
INSTITUTION GOVERNED BY THE STATE BOARD OF COMMUNITY COLLEGES AND 
OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION;  

(II) NOT HAVE BEEN ENROLLED IN THE INSTITUTION FOR AT LEAST TWO 
CONSECUTIVE SEMESTERS; AND  

(III) HAVE EARNED AT LEAST SEVENTY CREDIT HOURS, WHICH CREDITS 
MUST INCLUDE COMPLETION OF THE INSTITUTION'S GENERAL EDUCATION 
CORE COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND COMPLETION OF ALL OTHER COURSES 
REQUIRED FOR AN ASSOCIATE DEGREE PROGRAM APPROVED BY THE 
COMMISSION.  

(b) NOTWITHSTANDING ANY PROVISION OF THIS SECTION TO THE 
CONTRARY, A STUDENT WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE AN ASSOCIATE DEGREE 
THROUGH A PROGRAM AUTHORIZED IN SECTION 23-1-131 IS NOT ELIGIBLE TO 
RECEIVE AN ASSOCIATE DEGREE THROUGH THE CORE INITIATIVE.  

  



(6) EACH INSTITUTION THAT CHOOSES TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CORE 
INITIATIVE SHALL, BY AUGUST 1, 2022, AND BY AUGUST 1 EACH YEAR 
THEREAFTER, REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT THE NUMBER OF ELIGIBLE 
STUDENTS TO WHOM THE INSTITUTION AWARDED AN ASSOCIATE DEGREE 
THROUGH THE CORE INITIATIVE, THE TYPES OF ASSOCIATE DEGREES AWARDED 
THROUGH THE CORE INITIATIVE, AND THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS WHO RE-
ENROLLED IN THE INSTITUTION AFTER RECEIVING AN ASSOCIATE DEGREE 
THROUGH THE CORE INITIATIVE. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REVIEW AND 
COMPILE THE ANNUAL REPORTS AND, BY JANUARY 15, 2025, SUBMIT TO THE 
EDUCATION COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES, OR ANY SUCCESSOR COMMITTEES, A REPORT CONCERNING 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CORE INITIATIVE, INCLUDING, TO THE EXTENT 
DISCERNABLE, THE DEGREE TO WHICH STUDENTS WHO RECEIVE ASSOCIATE 
DEGREES THROUGH THE CORE INITIATIVE RE-ENROLL IN AN INSTITUTION TO 
COMPLETE A BACCALAUREATE DEGREE. THE DEPARTMENT MAY ALSO INCLUDE 
IN THE REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CHANGES TO THE CORE INITIATIVE, 
INCLUDING RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INCENTIVES TO ENCOURAGE 
INSTITUTIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CORE INITIATIVE. 
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